'—IDENTIFIERS *Natlonal Assessment of Educat10na1 Progress

_ED 078 425 ' : S0 cs.200537,

TITLE o Recognlzlng therary Works and Characters: Theme 3,
_— - Literature. o

—INSTITUTION Educatlon Comm1551on of the States, Denver, colo.

National Assessment of Educational Progresse: g
SPONS AGENCY National Center for Educatzonal Statistics (DHEW/OE),
Washington, D.C., .. o SR

, 'REPORT NO - R-02-L-03
- PUB DATE Apr 73 - . L o .
_NOTE - - - 133p. -

- AVAILABLE FROM Superlntendent of Documents, U. S.. Government

Pr1nt1ng Offlce, Washlngton, D. C. 20402 ($2.60) o

*Adolescents- *Adu1t5° *Chlldren, Engllsh°
'Evaluatlon, Literary Analy51s,A*L1terary
'Dlscrlmlnatlon, Literary Genres; *Literature;
- Mythology; Parody; Poetry; Short Stories

ABSTRACT L - i, R SR : T 3 -
= ”hlS study presents the thlrd of four reports of the

1970-71 Natlonal Assessment of Literature. . The. educat10na1

~attainments-of - nlnn-year-olds, th1rteen-year—olas,

-

S seventeen-year—olds, ‘and, adults (ages 26-35) were surveyed accoralng

~to their ab111ty to recognize literary works, and characters.. Five

types of exercises were used: (1) an illustration of a bell-known
“nursery rhyme, story, or poem; (2) parodies of famous poems (3) .-
~-allusions to some literary work or character; (4) a dlsgulsed myth or
story pattern; and (5) straightforward questlons about specific works
~and characters. Sample responses to the exercises and detailed

" results are included..The authors state that the ultimate goal of

~. *his- study was to dlscover whether people could use thelr'knowledge,
" “of literature to confront new’ situations, either in literature or in
.- Yife. The Judgment about what the presence or lack of this literary -
;ij,knowledge means is left to the reader.-(Statlstrcal data, pages :

’—*125-98, removed because small type size prohlblts reproducibility.)

(DI)

{0




ED 0768425

|

P *

U.S OETARTMENT OF HEALTH,
. EDUCATION & WELFARE
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF-
. EDUCATION
Tul DOCUMENT wWar PEEX REPRO

S FED EXACTLY &S RECEWED SR

/ = PERSCN OR ORGANITATION QRiGIL.

= ING T POINTSOF VIEX QR OPINIGHLS

"= TAYED DO NOT NECESISARILY REPRT

© NI OFE-CIAL NATIQNAL 1SS™ 1 TLT, §F

FOYTATIGNPOSITION CR PCLILY.

B

LITERATURE

) ‘t"ﬂ?‘\ )

REPORT 02-1-03

RECOGNIZING umaAnw;ivOakS@no CHARACTERS

NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS
A PROJECT OF THE EDUCATION COMPMISSION OF THE STATES

1970-71 Assessment




| . . \“ i i \}'l ‘!‘\‘ A \ i ‘n‘\ i ] [ "
} [N - o , o R ) o oo 0
" ' . i ' " ' ' '
' . . M . . .
1 * . et f . ' . .
' Ly P L L T LS T LTV S PN Lo ot AN [
D ey N AR L sk S R] T PN )T PRI ! b oo et e s \
v»',,wwrmﬁ\»\\ o At L e vk S RRE BT BT AR AR A L PR ! o . 0
. ) . . v B
‘ , oL ) ,
oy .

L WAL Sk ¢ SN RIS T e
f

-

oo - -

'NATTONAT ASééSSMENT'OF'EDUCATIONAL'PROGRTSS

] A Proyect of the Educatlon Commlsslon of the States
Wlnfleld Dunn, Governor of Tennessee, Chalrman, Educatlon Com-
_mission of the States

'Wendell H." P1erce, Executide D1rector, Educatlon Commlsslon of
“the States’ )

) James A. Hazlett 7Adm1n1strat1ve D1rector, Nat10nal Assessment -

Assessment Reports

Cn

1970

VT “Sc1ence° Nat10na1 ‘Results : July,
R X4 tltlzensth. “National, Results— November, 1970.
S #3 - Writings Nat10na1 ‘Results - November, 1970
~#4"- Science: Group Results A -April, 1971
- #5° - Writing: Group Results A April, 1971
‘#6 . Citizenship: Group Results A - - July, 1971
L “#7-  Science:". Group Results B December, 1971
~€f’ V';#BT:,ertlng. “Writing Mechanics February, 1972
- #9i:'C1tlzensh1p.z _Group _Results B ‘May, 1972 -
T #OZ-GIY Readlng -and - L1terature. General . =T
- - Information Yearbook = & - -~ May, 1972
-#02-Rr09 ,Readlng. “Reading-Rate and e . S
) B ‘Comprehension- (Theme -9) . ’ - February, 1973 .
#02-R920 : Readlng. “Released Exer01ses "May, 1972
-#02=R-00 Readlng.wWSummary Volume: ~ - : May, 1972 -
’#OZ-L-Ol-f Literature: Understanding T S
T Imaglnatlve,Language (Theme 1) March, 1973
#02-L-20 Literature: Released Exerc1ses ‘April, 1973
#02-L-02 - Literature:-- Responding to-. -~ °* e - S
I - Literature (Theme 2). ] April, 1973 .
#OZ‘R?OL, Readlng° “Understanding - Words and . )
) .Word -Relationships- (Theme 1) - » Apr11 1973
;,iOZ-L303 ] therature., Recognizing Literary -
TPl oo Works and Characters (Theme 3) Aprll 1973

The progect reported here1n was performed pursuant to a grant from

. the National Center for Educatlo‘a% ‘Statistics of the U.S. Office
‘of Educatlon, Department of Health,, Educatlon, and Welfare. However,
~the opinions expressed herein do- not necessarily reflect the posi-
-tion or policy of the U.S. Office of .Education, and no official
endorsement by the U, s. Offlce of Education should be 1nferred.

ﬂgeThls report was made possible in part by funds granted by Carnegie
-:Corporation of New York and the Ford Foundation's Fund for the

_Advancement of Education. The statements made and views expressed

-are solely the responsibility of National Assessment of Educational
Progress, a ‘project of the Educatlon Commlsslon of the States.

Education cOmmlsslon of the States >
Suite 300, 1860 Lincoln Street
Denver, Coldrado 80203




~ NATIONAL ASSESSMENT 'oF‘FDu'CAT"loMAL PROGRESS

] Errata Sheet for Report 02-L.- 03 Literature:
i Recogmzmg therary Warks and Characters; Apnl 1973
R i

- 'l'he followmg permissions should be added.

Page 16 (Age 9, Exercise R301) mustratlon for Mothcr Goose. Caroline

© Wells, ed -Mother Goose (New York: Doubleday and Company,

1946), p. 7 7. Reprinted with-the permlsslon of the Samuel Lowe
Compan) Kenosha Wisconsin.

Page 18 (Ages 9 "and 13 Dxercxse R302) I |stmtxon by Alan Howard
. Walter de Ia. \Iare Tales Told Agam (New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
7 1927 ) p- 20.) Repnnted by permtssxon of Faber and Faber Ltd

Page 21 (Ages 9 13 and- 17 E‘cermse R303) Drawmg bv E H. Shepard.-
‘From ‘b&bcok Wi \Ir\'IF-THE :POOH by A. A Miine. Copyright,
1926, by E. P Dutton-and Company, Iné¢. Renewal, 1954; by A
~A. Mrlne Reproduced by perrmssnoﬁ of the publxsheré.”—‘i’“:;‘}”‘—

- Page 25 (Ages 9 13 and 17 E\erelse R304) Illustratmn by Lewns Rhead
- Aesops Fables- (New York:. Harper-and:Row, Lubhshers, 1924),
“p:9. chnnted by permlssxon of the publlsher RS

Page 29 (Ages 9, 13 17 and Adult Exercxse R305) mustratron by ‘Sir
Too John Tenmel Lewns Canoll Alxce m Wonderland..

Page 34 (Ages 9 and 13, Exercise R306) ]llastratlon by Gatth lehams E.
.~ .7 " B. White, Charlotles Web (New York: Harper and Row,; Publish:
o SRR ers, 1952), p. 95 Repnnted by pernussnon of the pubhsher

Page 46 (Ages 17 and Adult Exercise R309) Illustratxon by Rockuell

« .- -—_Kent. Henry C. Pitz, A Treasury-of American-Book Illustrations

' (London: Watson-Guphll,.1947) Repnnted by permlssxon of
“Rockwell Kent.

Page 51 (Ages 9,13, 17 and Aduit, Exercme R319A) ‘“Cool Casey at the

=~~~ - Bat)” MAD No. 58 (OCtober 1960), p. 70. Repnnted by
permxssnon of E. C. Pubhcatlons, Inc Copynght €>1960. All
rights reserved

Page 56 (Ages 13, 17 and Adult, Exercise R320) “The Vlllage Dmgglst »
. MAD, No 77 (March 1963), p. 16. Reprinted by permission of.E.
" C. Pubhcatxons, Inc. Copyright™ € 1962. All rights reserved.

Page 60 (Agec 17 and Adult Exercnse R321) - “The Rusti Hour Dnve of
) Enoch Iiry,” MAD (March 1966), p. 20. Reprinted by permission
of E. C. Publications, Inc. Copyright &> 1965. All rights reserved.




-

NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS

A Project of the Education Commission of the States

"RﬁﬁdRT;OZ;L;QBv

RECOGNIZING LITERARY WORKS AND CHARACTERS

Theme 3, Literature

April, 1973

For sale by the Superintendent of D_ocixments, U.S. Gove
Washington, D.C. 20402

rnment Printing Office

e —
*
x -
2
*
*
- -
<
~




o v‘q “
i [

N . o . .
) , T , :
et g B 1. B L T I T R e I TIL
! . [ b '
o

.o
NSy [t <k, vt metmishoses smipton o oo
Nop F

;
&
7
=

) ment, Nat10nal Assessment of Educatlonal Progress.;;

e ) o I
NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRZSS

Jémes A, Hazlett -
- Administrative Director

J. Stanley Ahmann
Staff D1rector

Ceorge H. Johnson
. Associate Staff Director

»

~

‘This report was wrltten ‘by the Research and- Analysls Depart— V

-

!j.' 7.

P N - - - - S

Staff support was prov1ded by..

L : 'Operatlons Department

Exercise Development Department.

Yo Information Services.Department o ; -
o Research and Analysis Department - .-
S B 7Ut1llaatlon/Appllcatlons Depar tment : ,

- Data Processlng Serv1ces Department (ECS)

-

:_, T N )
A '—.sThe followlng members of the NAEP Analysis Adv1sory Committee
prov1ded ‘valuable guldance for the Literature- reports- )

.

A{ﬁilliam E. Coffman
" University of Iowa
‘- John'Giloert
Harvard University

*
- N

Lyle V. Jones
Un1vers1ty of North Carolina

Frederick Mosteller
Harvard University

John W. Tukey (Chairman)
Princeton University




e B Mg AN e,

WA s et L

D kA SR w1

R LA

Vet

.- TABLE OF CONTENTS

‘

-

Foreword. . . . . . o o . e "o °. o .

*Iri:trOductiOh. L) ) . L] ) Kl ; L] e« o L ] Ld . :

" Chapter

;Chéﬁtef

Chapter

_Chapter -

Chapter

2:

3:

TIllustrations .. i

-

Chépter 1: BAbstract of Results . ..

o
..
.
.

_ S T - .-

Parodies. v . . . . . .

Allusions‘a e s s 4 e

Recognition of Specific

Names o o . . . . . Y .

Literary

Disguised Myths and Stories . . .

At;pendix L] L] L] L] L] L] L] LY ) L] .- L] L] L]

15

49

63

89

113

123




R NS

FOREWORD . o -

“Each year, beginning with its second assessment year, the
National Assessment of Educational Progress publishes a General
Information Yearbook which describes all major aspects of the
Assessment’'s operation. ' The reader who desires more detailed
information about how National Assessment defines its groups,
prepares and scores its exercises, designs its sample and
analyzes and reports its results,; should consult ‘the General
Information Yearbook for Year 02, Reading and Literature (02-GIY).

. Briefly, the National Assessment of Educational Progress 7
is an information gathering project which surveys the educational
attainments of 9-year-olds, 13-year-olds, 17-year-olds, and adults
(ages 26-35) in tén subject areas: Art, Career and Occupational
Development, Citizenship, Literature, Mathematics, Music, Reading,
Science, Social Studies, and Writing. Two areas- are assessed
every year and all areas are periodically reagssessed in-order to
measure educational -progress. Each assessmefit is the product.of
several years' work by a great many educators, scholars and lay
persons from all .6ver the country. Initially, these people. design
objectives for each area, proposing specific goals which. they
feel Americans should be achieving in “the course of -their educa-
tion. These goals are reviewed by more people and then passed
along to developers of tests; whose task it is to create measure-
ment tools appropriate to the objectives. L

-~ When the exercises prepared by the test developers have .
passed extensive reviews by specialists in the subject matter and
in measurement, they are administered to probability samples of
various populations. The people who-comprise those samples are
chosen in such a way that the results of their assessment can be
generalized to an entire national population. _That is, on the
basis of the performance of about 2,500 9-year-olds on a given
exercise, we can generalize about the probable performance of all
9-yéar-olds in the nation. -

i After assessment data has been collected and analyzed,

- National Assessment publishes reports such as this one to present

the results.-as accurately as possible. So that there may be no .
nmisunderstanding of the results published in this volume, we urge
the reader to consider the following discussions of the reporting
format and the limitations of the data.
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A : - ‘How -National Assessment Results Are Presented
Each theme proVides several kinds of information about the
results for each exercise. Lo

. First, there are national results for all foils or all
scoring categories. Printed along with each exercise are the
national percentages of people who selected each choice or were
placed in each. scoring category. These figures should add up to

‘ 100%, but sometimes they do not because they have been rounded
; ;off to the nearest tenth. .

Then there are group results (graphic and tabular) for cor-
rect choices and appropriate scoring. categories. National Assess-
ment divides the national population into various groups or
categories’ of peoplé in order to provide data about certain types

_ of schools and students: Thef%argables ‘are region of- the country,
! . sex, color, parental education, and size and type of community.
‘ Within each variable there are at least two groups. Each of the
variables and groups is fully defined in the General Information
-k ‘Yearbook, but the following explanations may ‘serve: the reader's
L purposes~

- Region; The country has been divided into four regions--
Southeast, West, éentral, and Northeast-~-in order to present
_resu1ts for various- regions relative to the national results.

e on e

Sex. For every exercise we preseﬁt the ‘results obtained by
ma1es —and by females.

Color. Currently, we present results for Blacks ana whites.

f - -

- Parental Education. The four parental education categories
are defined By the highest level of education attained by either
of a person's parents. The no-high-school category is comprised
of all people who indicated that neither parent went to high

{ : school. The some-high-school category consists of all those who
£ , indicated that the parent with the most education attended high
S school but did not graduate. . In the graduated-from~-high-school
. category are-all those who indicated that at least one parent

i graduated from high school, and in the post-~high-school -group are

§ all who indicated that at least one parent received some post
" high school education. (This'may mean college, but it also
- includes adult education courses of any kind, vocational training,
etc.) -

S e b b g g o b

B et

Size and Type of Community (STOC). The categories or groups
o " within this variable are defined by the size of a person's com-
3 ; munity and an occupational profile of the area his school serves.
¢ Again, the reader should consult the General ‘Information Yearbook
for precise definitions of these groups.

vi
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- 1. Extreme Inner City. - People in this “category
' attend schools in cities with populations greater
than 150,000; the schools serve areas in which
a high proportion of the residents are on
welfare or not regularly employed. -

2. ‘Extreme Rural. People in this category attend
schools in a community having a population
less than 3,500, Most residents in the area ]
the school serves are farmers or farm workers.

3. Extreme Affluent Suburb. Individuals in this
group attend schools within the city limits
or residential area served by a city with a
population greater than 150,000; the area
. Served by the school consists primarily of

,proféss;opal—dr manage:iglfpergqnpe;,’,

&

4. Rest of gig City. These are students attending
schools in a big city (population greater than
200,000) "who are not included in either the -
Extreme Inner City or Extreme Affluent Suburb
groups. '

s, Medium Size City. Individuals in this category
- attend schools in cities with populations between
25,000 and 200,000. ' ’

6. Small City. People in this group attend schools
in a community of less than 25,000 inhabitants.

7. Suburban Fringe. People in this group attend
schools in the metropolitan area served by a
city with more than 200,000 inhabitants; the
school and the area it serves are outside of-
the city limits. . . '

Size of Community Groups. The results for 9~, 13-, and
17-year-olds who arc‘¥n,scﬂool can be presented in terms of these
STOC categories. However, we do not have the information neceg-
sary to present the results for adults and out-of-school 17~-year-
olds in the same way. Consequently, the following less specific
breakdown of results appears for all 1l7-year-olds {(in- and out-of-
school) and young adults? s . .

F g

l. Big City. In this group are all adults and out-
of-school l17-year-olds who live in cities with
more than 200,000 inhabitants; also included
are l7-year-olds who attend schools in the same
sized cities.




2. Urban Fringe. This category consists of adults
and out-of-school l17-vear-olds who live in the .
metropolitan area served by a big city; but
outside of the city limits. It also includes
l7-year-olds attending school in such areas.

3. Medium Size City. This category is comprised
of adults and out-of-school 17-year-olds who
+ live in communities with populations between
, 25,000 and 200,000; it also includes l7-year-
olds attending schools in such communities.

4. Small Places. Adults and 17-year-olds who
live or attend school in communities with
populations under 25,000 fall into this .group.

Grg_p Effects or Differences from the National Percen g

very_ graph .

= The graphs of group performance present, along with the .
pexcentage of success for each group, & pexcentage which indicates
how- that group's performance differs from the ni.tional performance.
Ir the percentage is lower than the national percentage, the dif-
ference is expressed as a negative number; otherwise, it is a
positive number. These "effects,". or differences from the national
percentage, always appear in- the column at the left margin of :

g ificant Differences

~-  The object of a national assessment is to determine what an
entire population (all 9-year-olds, say, or all Blacks) have
achieved. Since we cannot assess everyone, we have to draw
samples of people and infer from their achievements what everyone
would achieve. All of our results, then, are estimates; but we
are confident that they accurately xeflect performances of entire
populations plus or minus some smarl error.;

In our discussion of differences between group percentages
and national percentage, we warit to call attention to those
effects which are almost certain to exist in the population and
are not products of random sampling error. National Assessment
computes these significant differences by using a measure of the
variability in responses called a standard error. Since we want
to be cunfident that a difference in percentaqes can be relied
upen to appear in an ‘entire population,’ we have adopted a sta-
tistical convention whereby, for each exercise, every group per-
centage which is more than 2 standard errors above or below the
national percent will be viewed as a significant difference.
Differences that large would occur only rarely by chance (i.e.,
less than 5% of the time) if no real difference existed; dif-

Ea




ferences of 2 standarG errors or larger would prolably indicate
that the group and national percentages are really different.
These significant differences are the starred figures in the column

of differences on the left margin of each graph. They are usually

the only effercts discussed ir the text and are referred to as
"significant,” "noteworthy," "notable," "reliable," and so on.
Thcugh the graphs represent moay apparent differences from the
rational figure, we are not prepared to state that the unstarred
xasuits are anything other than random departures from the national
figure; however, we are quite sure that the starred figures are
not random departures. )

. Graph A shows what percentage of 9-year-olds selected the
correct answer to an exercise both in the country as a whole and
in various g-roups. The top line shows that the figures in the
second column are percentages of success. About 52% of all the
youngsters answered correctly; at the end of the line of stars
which represents this figure there is a vertical dashed line
running to the bottom of the -graph. The displacement between the
end of a starred line and the dashed line depicts the difference
between a group result and.the national figure. The precise
numerical differences appear in the left-hand column of figures;
ten of them are starred--i.e., significant--and these ten would
be discussed in the ensuing text. . '

- _The results depicted by Graph A are representative of
results found most often in this theme: that is, the starred
lines usually get longer as one looks from the top of a set of
variables to the bottom.  Put another way, the Southeast line is
usually shorter than the Central or Northeast line, the male
line shorter than the female, the Black shorter ‘than the White,
the no high school shorter tharn the post high school, and the
inner city line is shorter than the affluent suburb line.

' The text for each exercise serves to .highlight the notable .

features of the results. It is not in any way definitive.
Rather, it is-intended to present all pertinent data about the
exercise and the information it yielded in order that each reader
may judge for himself the usefulness of this material and its
implications for the teachiny of literature to different sorts
of people. .

-
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Limitations of the Data

: Within the limitations due to measurementl and sampling
error,2 the obtained data as presented in National 25sessment

.- reports accurately describe the educational ach:avements of
certain groups as they actually exist in the real world.

4

‘IMeasurement error stems from three sources: (1) the measuring
. -instrument--in our case, the exercises--may have imperfections

such as ambiguity or a built-in tipoff to the correct response;

- (2) the respondent's physical condition (permanent or temporary),
emotional or attitudinal condition (again permanent or temporary),

and motivation; and (3) the measurement situation--temperature,

lighting, pleasantness of surroundings, noise level and the test

administrator. The first two errors tend to be constant from

group to group and do not affect comparisons.

2gee Chapter 10 and Appendix C, General Information Yearbook

(02-G1Y) for a discussion of sampling error.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . . .
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When the data show that a group has achieved either above
or below the nation as a whole, one must exercise great'caution
in speculating about the causes of these obtained differences.
Many factors may affect an individual's ability to give accep-
table responses to exercises in the assessed subject areas.
Consider, for example, a hypothetical group whose achievement is
well above the national average. !'>st members of the group may
attend schools which have excellent physical facilities and high
quality faculties, belong to families which have attained a high
socio-economic level, have well-educated parents, come from homes
with many reading materials and so on. All these factors could
contribute to the group's high level of achievement, while
membership in the group itself may contribute very little or
nothing. - .

. The name of a group is merely a categorical label. When’
we look at the data for a ‘given group, therefore, we cannot say
~that any difference in achievement between -that group and the
nation as a whole is attributable so)esly to membership in that
groups - In other words, a-group must mot be construed as neces-
sarily being the cause or even being a cause for the comparatively
high or low aEEIévemént'of‘thatfgroup,as—cgmpared to the nation
as a whole. Often, a disproportionately large percentage of the
members of a group of interest are.also members of particular
groups defined by other factors. All these factors may contribute

‘to the group's high (or low) level of achievement.




INTRODUCTION

This theme, the third in the Literature report, includes most
> of the exercises created to satisfy the first of the major Liter-
- ature objectives: "Read literature of excellence." There ‘are

five types of exercises and they all assessed recognition of spe-
. cific literary works and characters. The first presented res-

- pondents with a picture from a well-known nursery rhyme, story, or
poem and asked what work the picture illustrated; the second con-
sisted of parodies of famous poems ("The Village Blacksmith,"

) "The Charge of the Light Brigade," and "Sea Fever," for instance)
< and instructions to identify the source of the parody: - the third

- " type of exercise presented the respondent with an allusion to some
- literary work or figure and asked for identification of the allu-
sion; the fourth presented people with a disguised myth or story
pattern and asked for identification of its source; and. the fifth
consisted of straightforward questions about specific works and
figures. : E - )

~ Needless to say, there are so many important. literary works
and characters in Western literature alone that it would be im-
possible to assess recognition of many. Therefore, the exercises
involve- carefully selected names and works from folk literature,
. from Greek and Roman mythology, from the Bible and from standard
: literary works often found on curriculum lists. Hopefully, data
based on these few items will give us some idea of .the extent to

. which people are familiar with a much broader range of works and
3 characters.

, " The people who created the Literature objectives were careful
to note that mere recognition of literary works was not an impor-
tant objective. The end of this first goal, "Read literature of
excellence," was, they insisted, "the ability to use this know-
ledge when confronting a new situation, either in literature or

in ’lifeo" :T:b ’

Unfortunately, it is much more difficult to measure progress
toward this goal than it is to measure knowledge of works and
characters. Consequently, the results presented in this theme
are only partially successful inproviding information about the

. ultimate goal of this objective,-i.e., ability to use literary

< knowledge in new situations. However, if we discover that certain

: age or variable groups are far less familiar than others with
particular works and characters, then the question of ability to

& xiii
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use the knowledge becomes academic; these groups must first acquire

the knowledge before they can apply it. - It is up to each reader
of this report to decide what the lack of this knowledge means,

whether it is worth acquiring in the first place, and how it can
best be conveyed to those who lack it. :
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CHAPTER 1

ABSTRACT OF RESULTS

Following is a discussion of the overall theme results for
each age group:  The.median percentages used in -this overview
enable us to compare “the performances of various groups to the
national performance over a number of exercises.l’

-In Exhibits A-D, each box represents the difference in per-
formance between a group and the nation as-a whole on a particular
exercise. For example, in Exhibit A, the bottom box in the SE
column shows that the Southeast was 23% below the national per-
centage on that exercise. The arrows depict the median of the
differences for a group,. enabling the reader to see how far above
or below the national 1level each group's median difference lies.

‘For example, the median difference for the Southeast in the same

exhibit is =7%. Empty boxes correspond to exercise differences
which-were considered atypically above or below the group median
difference. These exercises are referred to in the discussion as
unusually high or low results.

Overall Group Results for 9-Year-0lds

Nine-year-olds answered.29 exercises. Their percéntages of
success ranged from less than 1% to 85.5% and their median national

percentage of success was 44.4%--in other words, half their per-

centages were above 44.4%, half were below.

- The Southeast group's median difference was -7.1%. Relative
to its median difference, this group did well on exercises requir-
ing identification of Biblical figures and Daniel Boone. However,
Southeast results were relatively low for such characters as
Rumpelstiltskin or Winnie the Pooh.

b

Imedian percentages and median differences were based upon the
"acceptable response" results for most exercises. For Exercises
U331A-R333I medians were based on result 2, percentages of "ade-
quate descriptions." In no case were the summary results for
multipart exercises (e.g., M3282Z) used to compute medians. -
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The Western regional group's median difference was almost
zero. However, on Exercise R306, requiring identification of an
illustration from Charlotte's Web, the group's percentage was

. 8 points over the national figure.

The Central region's median difference was 2.5%. More chil-
dren in this regional group were familiar with Paul -Bunyan (Exer-
cise R332G) then were in any other region. .

The median difference was 1% for. the Northeést group. This --

‘group displayed its greatest positive differences from national
‘performance in identifying Pinocchio (U313), Rumpelstiltskin
“(R332I), Thumbelina (U333G) and the Wizard of Oz (U314). It did
- least well on exercises requiring familiarity with the Old Testa-

ment Joseph and with Paul Bunyan.

Nine-year-old girls performed slightly better than the nation,
boys slightly worse; but as Graph A indicates, their median dif-
ferences were not.very great. Nevertheless, the sexes excelled -
in different sorts of exercises. Relative to their.usual per-
formance, males did unusually well on exercises requiring identi-

“fication of Robin Hood (U331G), Daniel Boone (R331I), the Trojan

Horse (U333C), Paul Bunyan (R332G) and Thor (R332C). Girls did

- poorly on these same exercises but excelled on exercises requiring

knowledge of Alice in Wonderland (R305), Winnie the Pooh (R303),
Charlotte's Web (R306), nursery rhymes and fairy tales.

The median difference for Blacks was -16%. They were best at
recognizing Achilles, Tom Sawyer, Thor and the Trojan Horse. The
White median difference was 3%. This group did particularly well
on exercises dealing with Pinocchio, fairy tales and longer works
like Alice in Wonderland. .-

The no-high-school group's median difference was -11.2%, the
some-high-school group's difference was -4.6%,and the graduated-
from-high-school group's was .£3. Students with at least one
parent who went 'beyond high school had a group median difference
of 8.5% and did especially well on Exercise R303, an illustration
from Winnie the Pooh. .

The median difference for the extreme-inner-city group was
~12.2%. The extreme-rural group's median difference was -5.7%.
As Exhibit A illustrates, the small-city, medium-city, and rest-
of-big-city STOC groups performed about as the nation did. The

- suburban-fringe group's median difference, however, was almost 5%,

and median difference for the extreme-affluent-suburb group was
8.7%. ‘ ' .




Overall Group Results for 13-Year-Olds

This age group answered 33 exercises. Percentages of success
ranged from 7,7% to 94.2%, and the national median was 66.5%.

The median difference for the Southeastern regional group was
-4.6%. The group did particularly well on Exercise R334, a ques-
tion about Job.

- The median difference for the West was 1.2%. As at age 9,
this group was outstanding when asked to identify an illustration
from Charlotte's Web.

The median difference for the Central region was 2.1%; for
the Northeast it was 1.3%. This last group did unusually well on
exercises dealing with Gulliver's Travels, Treasure Island and
Sherlock Holmes.

The median difference for males was 1 percentage point below
-the median difference for girls. As. at age 9, the males did best
on exercises requiring familiarity with masculine figures like
John Henry (U329D), samson (R328A) , Galahad. (R329C), Don Quixote
(R307), and adventure stories like Treasure Island (U316). Females
did relatively-°poorly on those exercises but excelled the males in
exercises dealing with Charlotte's Web, Alice in Wonderland,

Winnie the Pooh and Hansel & Gretel {0312).

The median difference for Blacks was -17.4%. However, on
some particular exercises (allusions to John Henry or Job, for
instance, or Exercises R329C, R320 and half a dozen more) their
differences from.the national percentage were not particularly
great.

The median difference for Whites was about 3%.

Once again, as Exhibit B reveals, there was a steady rise in
median differences within the parental education groups. The
£igure for the no~high-school group was -11.9%, with particularly
high percentages on the Galahad and Job items (R329C and R334).

For the some-high-school group, the median difference was =5.9%
and for the graduated-from-high-school group it was .3%. . The post-
high--school median difference was 6 percentage points.

The extreme-inner-city group's median difference was =5.6%.-
The rural group's difference was -4.7%. Its most distinctive
‘performance was on Exercise R334, requiring recognition of the
story of Job. -

Four of the remaining STOC.groups display median differences
close to zero. However, the extreme-affluent-suburb group's
median difference was 6.6%.
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Overall Group Results for 17-Year-0lés

Seventeen-yeaf-olds were presented with 36 exercises. Their
percentages of success ranged from 12.3 to 96, and their med:ian
percentage was 63.2.

The Southeast's median difference was -4.8%. ‘This group per-
formed particularly well on exercises requiring identification of
Sir Galahad, Job and the poem "Sea Fever." The Western median
was only .3%, but the Central region's was 1.4%. Central teen-
agers did especially well on the Winnie the Pooh illustration
(R303). The greatest positive median difference appeared for the
Northeast (1.8%). This group's difference from a national per-

centage was particularly great on Exercise U318, an illustration
from Gulliver's Travels.

As at the other ages, the male median difference was negative
(-.7%). But again males performed Lest on exercises dealing with
‘masculine figures like John Henry (U329D), Mercury (U330D), -
Sherlock Holmes (R308), Samson (R328A), Don Quixote (R307) and
Gulliver (U318). Females, while performing relatively poorly on
‘'such exercises, did exceptionally well identifying illustrations
from Alice in Wonderland (R305) and Winnies the Pooh (R303), and
Biblical figures Iike David (R330C), Job (R334) and Cain and
Abel (U339).

The median Jdifference for Blacks was -16.3%. They did rela-
tively well on questions about Samson, "Jahberwocky" (U322),

Solomon (U330E), John Henry (U329D), Galahad (R329C) and Robin
Hood (U329E). ‘

The median of the differences from national percentages for
the White group was 2.2%. .

As Exhibit C reveals, the median differences for the parental
education groups differed considerably. The no-high-school group's
median difference was -14%, the some-high-school group's was
-7.4%, the graduated-from-high-school group's was .2% and the )
post-high-school group's was 7.5%. This last group did unusually
well on four of the illustrations: U318 (Gulliver), R308 (Sherlock
Holmes), R303 (Winnie the Pooh), U315 (Rip Van winkle).

Median differences for the type of community groups were
undramatic. The big-city group's figure was ~1.1, the small-place
group's was -1.9, the medium-city group's was .5 and the urban-
fringe group's was 3.6.

Overall Results for Young Adults

Results for the 24 exercises answered by adults ranged from

14.6% to 95.1%. The median national percentage at this age level
was 738%. .

10
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The median of the differences from national percentages was
-8.8% for the Southeast and 2.6% for the West. The Central
region's median difference was .5% and the Northeast's was 3.6%.
This last region did unusually well identifying an illustration

from Rip Van Winkle.

The median difference for male adults was .6%, as Exﬁibit D
reveals. Relative to their usual performance, males excelled on
exercises dealing with John Henry (U329D), Troy (R336), Moby Dick

‘(R309) , and Sherlock Holmes (R308).

*'Females did poorly on these exercises but did exceptionally
well on questions about Alice in Wonderland (R305), Chicken Little
(U328C), Adam (R328E) and Paul Revere (U319B). )

The median difference for Blacks was -18.1%. Their results

were atypically high for an exercise about Faust (U340). The

median difference for Whites was 2.4%. ,
me: ,

As at the other ages, the median differences for the parental

Aéducation groups followed a definite pattern. The no-high-school

figure was -7.9%, the some-high-school median difference was -1.4%,
the graduated-from-high-school was 2.8%, and the post-high-school's
was 9.7%. This last group had a percentage of success 19 points

‘higher than the nation's on the Don Quixote illustration (R307),

17% higher on a parody of "Casey at the Bat"” (R321) and 16 points
higher on a parody of "The Village Blacksmith" (R320). °

The median difference for the big-city group was -4.8%; for

-the small-place and medium-city groups it was close to zero; and

for the urban-fringe group it was 2.2%.

¥
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Exhibit D

Distribution of Effects by Group, Adults
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Exhibit D

Distribution of Effectg by Group, Adults
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CHAPTER 2
ILLUSTRATIONS

The exercises in this chapter attempt to assess familiarity
with works and characters in Western literature by presenting
_people with illustrations and asking them to identify: the work or
the character leing illustrated. The exercises are not supposed
to determine whether people have read specific works,.only if they
have somehow become acquainted.with them in the course of their
education both in and out of school. ’

|

. There were several kinds of correct and incorrect responses
to ‘these exercises. Correct answers, for instance, included:
(1) adequate descriptions of the story being illustrated, (2) spe-
cific correct answers to the question, and (3) partially correct
answers, i.e., those in which students provide both the correct
and an incorrect answer. Incorrect responses included the author's
name (it was never asked for),.the name of another work by the.
author, the name of another character in the work, and wrong
answers. In the discussion which follows, the various kinds of
correct answers are lumped together unless there are compelling

reasons and high enough percentages to discuss certain types of -
correct and incorrect responses. :
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Exercise R301

Age 9
Objective IA

dekred Aue Yo

)}

o~ cho;ayriybf' restrictions
) /

Many people or animals that we read about in books become so well-
known that we can name the story just from a picture of them.

Above is a picture of a perscn and an animal who appear in a nursery
rhyme.

This is a picture for what nursery rhyme?

Write your answer on the line provided.

‘ > 22 : - (. 2.
Z¥3 (((L“ N 2T g)f:,»rélu Mg L /ﬁ /51“?

Acceptable responses 71.2%

Unacceptable responses 5.3

I don't know. 21.0 ,

No response 2.5
@
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Exhibit 1. Correct Responses
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5.3 65.9 EXtTOME RUCS] ©900000000000000000000090000000000040088000008800080008

-3.9¢ 67.3 Small City essesvsscsssssssssnsnsstesessssscnsene ssee

-3 1 68.1 nedium City eee sseve seee

4.0 15.2 Rest Of Big City esstsssressses (1L ITT Y]] ssessetsngens
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- Seven out of 10 9-year-olds correctly identified the nursery
rhyme. Most of them answered "Mary Had a Little Lamb," but 14%
also correctly answered "Little Bo Peep."

. _Exhibit 1 reveals that several groups--the Central region,
females, and Whites--had percentages 5 to 8% higher than the
national figure of 71.2%. However, the post-high-school and
suburban-fringe groups' results were over 80% and the affluent-
.Suburb STOC group's proportion of successful responses was almost
9 out of 10 (89.1%).

In several variable groups, smaller proportions of children
identified the illustration than did so nationally. About two
males in three were successful, for instance, and three south-
easterners in five. However; only about half the 9-year-olds in
the Black, inner-city, and Some-high-school groups correctly
identified the nursery rhyme illustration.
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Exercise R302

Ages 9, 13
Objective IA

ae/eted Ao oo

)rz:thca94>=s

3

Many people or animals that we read about in books become so well-
known that we can name them just from a picture. Above is a picture
of a person and an animal who appear in a story.

What is the name of the girl in the picture?

Write your answer on the %ine provided.

4
Age 9 Age 13

Acceptable responses 85.5% 94.2%
Unacceptable responses 5.8 3.4
I don't know. 7.1 2.1
No response 1.6 +
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Results for 9-Year-0lds

Eighty-five percent of the 9-year-olds correctly identified
"Little Red Riding Hood" and 12 groups showed significant dif-
ferences (Exhibit 2). Significantly above the national figure
were the Northeast (90%), female (90%), White (89%), post-high-
school (91%), suburban-fringe (91%), and extreme-affluent-suburb
(93%) groups.

Six groups were significantly below the nation as*a whole--
the Southeast (77%), males (81%), Blacks (66%), the no-high-school
parental education group (64%), the extreme-inner-city STOC group
(792%) , and the extreme-rural group (78%).

Results for 13-Year-0lds

Only 6% of the l3-year-olds were unable to supply the correct. ’1

name (Exhibit 3). Nearly one-half of the unacceptable answers
were of the no response or "I don't know" variety.

Included in the groups significantly above the national per-
centage of success were the female (963), White (96%), graduated-
from-high-school (96%), and post-hlgh-school (97%) parental edu-
cation groups. Highest results appeared in the rest-of-big-city
(98%) , and extreme-affluent-suburb (98%) variable groups. The
Southeast (92%), males (92%), and Blacks (85%) attained results
significantly below the nation as a whole. Nevertheless, all
groups achieved a high degree of success on the exercise.

Age Comparisons

Both age levels had high percentages of success for the exer-
cise. Of some note, however, was the fact that the younger age
group was twice as likely to say "I don't know" or give no response
as it was to list an incorrect name. Nine-year-old Blacks and
students whose parents had.had no high school gave no response or
said "I don't know" more than twice as often as the nation as a
whole.

At both ages, the female, White, post-high-school and extreme-
affluent-suburb groups posted significantly higher than national
percentages of success. On the other hand, males, Blacks, and
the Southeast region came up with results significantly lower
than the national figure at each age.




Exercise R303

Ages 9, 13, 17
Objective IIA

Adeleted dwe Vo

czsf7frézév°

ros ket ms

Many people or animals that we read about in books become so well-
known that we can name the story just from a picture of them.
Above is a picture of some animals who appear in a story.

This is a picture for what story?

Write your answer on the line provided.

)Zéé;zwr;gg' &éi; ,z;Z,,f* .

=
Age 9 Age 13

Age 17
Acceptable responses 48.0% 57.5% 54.4%
_ Unacceptable responses 17.9 16.8 14.7
I don't know. 32.7 24.4 30.0
No response 1.4 1.4 1.0

<@
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Exhibit 6. Correct Responses, Age 17
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This exercise concerned correct identification of the story
illustrated by a picture of some animals in a forest. Acceptable
-answers included the full name Winnie the Pooh, variations of the
title or name (e.g., Winnie, Pooh, and Pooh Bear), and an adequate
description but no name.

Results for 9-Year-0lds

Nearly half of the students were able to identify the story.
As Exhibit 4 reveals, five groups--females (53%), Whites (54%),
the post-high-school parental education group (64%), suburban
fringe (57%), and extreme affluent suburb (65%)--ha@ significantly
higher percentages than the national figure of 48%. Significantly-
lower results appeared for the Southeast (33%), males (44%),
Blacks (16%), the no-high-school (23%) and some-high-school (28%)
parental education groups, and the extreme-rural (24%) and extreme-
inner-city (13%) STOC groups.

Results for 13-Year-0lds

Fifty-eight percent of the 13-year-olds correctly identified
the story (Exhibit 5). Percentages for females, Whites, and the
suburban-fringe group were near 65%, while those for the post-
high-school and affluent-suburb groups were 69 and 72%. Signifi-
cantly lower percentages appeared for the Southeast (47%), males




(51%), Blacks (25%), the no~high-school (27%) and some-high-school
(38%) parental education groups, and the extreme-inner-city STOC
group (40%).

Results for l7-Year-0lds

Exhibit 6 reveals that all but two groups differed signifi-
cantly from the national figure of 54%. The most dramatic of
these differences were the -26% of the Blacks, the.-25% o0f the
lowest parental education group, and the -18% in the Southeast.
The urban-fringe group's percentage was 10 points higher than the
nation's and the post-high-school group's was 13 points higher
at 67%.

Age Comparisons

This exercise revealed radical group differences in achieve-"
ment. At all age levels southeasterners, Blacks, and inner city
residents exhibit a marked disadvantage, while females demonstrate
a distinct advantage over males and high parental education cor-
relates strongly with success. Clearly, Winnie the Pooh is far
more familiar to a certain class of Americans than it is to the
poor, the undereducated, the Blacks, and rural residents; and it is
considerably more popular among girls than among boys.




Exe:cise R304

Ages 9, 13, 17
Objective IA

Ao feded Lee V>

¢%7§yw€,ww“

res¥rietieds

Many people or animals that we read about in books become so well-
known that we can name the story just from a picture of them. Above
is » picture of two animals who appear in a story.

This is a picture for what story?

Write your answer on the line provided.

\4§§24’ zégdnng cnd oo \,géézgégg;gAg

Age 9 Age 13 'Age 17

Acceptable responses 52.3% 70.1% 8l1l.1l%
Unacceptable responses 13.8 7.3 6.8
I'don't know. 32.5 19.3 10.2
No respoase 1.4 3.3 2.0

25




sorre
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PERCENT
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-12.7¢ 33.6
~0.9 51.3
12.1e 63.4
~-2.7 49.6
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=22.3¢ 29.9
g.1 56.4
-16.5¢ 35.8
-3.8 8.5
-1.6 50.7
12,1 68.8
-16.9¢ 35.8
~-8.0 .2
-5.0e 87.3
-2.3 50.0
8.2e 69.6
f.0 58.3
18.6% 65.9
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Correct Responses, Age 9
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Exhibit 9., Correct Responses, Age 17
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Acceptable responses to this exercise included descriptions
such as "Tortus and Hair," "Turtle and Hare," and "Hairy Tortois,"
as well as descriptions of the story and its moral. Incorrect

answers included "turtle on point and dead rabbit," "Petter Rabbit,"

and "Alice in Wonderland."

Results for 9-Year-0lds

Slightly more than half of all 9-year-olds (52%) furnished
acceptable answers; however, significant differences from this
figure appeared in 10 out of 19 groups (Exhibit 7). Five

groups--the Central region (64%), Whites (56%), the post-high-
school group (64%), the rest-of-big-city (61%) and extreme-
affluent-suburb (67%) groups--attained percentages of success
significantly above the nation as a whole. Five more groups--the
Southeast (40%), Blacks (30%), the no-high-school group (36%),
the extreme-inner-city (35%) and small-city (47%) STOC groups--
had results significantly below the national figure.

Results for 13-Year-0Olds

Seven out of 10 1l3-year-olds correctly identified the story .
(Exhibit 8). Whites (74%), and the post-high-school parental edu-
cation group (83%) posted percentages of success significantly
above the national result. Significantly lower results appeared
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in five groups--the Southeast (62%), Blacks (47%), the no-high-
school (48%) and graduated-from-high-school (67%) parental edu-
cation groups, and the extreme-inner-city group (59%).

Results for:- 17-Year-0Olds

Eighty-one percent of the 17-year-olds gave a correct response,
with seven groups varying significantly above or below the national
figure. The Central region (84%), Whites (84%), and the post-
high-school parental education group (89%) attained percentages
of success notably higher than the national level. Four more
groups--the Southeast (74%), Blacks (60%), and the two lower
parental education groups (68% and 71%, respectively) performed
below the national level.

Age Comparisons

~

The percentages of success increased with each succeeding
age level, i.e., from 52% at age 9 to 70% at age 13 and finally
to 81% at age 17. Moreover, at all three age levels significantly
higher results appeared for the post-high-school parental educa-=
tion group and Whites.

Three groups--the Southeast, Blacks, and the no-high-school .
parental education group--had significantly low results at all
three age levels. The first two groups, however, gained slightly
on the national pace at ages 13 and 17.
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Exercise R305

All Ages
Objective IA

) Adue
maVerial 414?/év6u?; Yo

4?7 ) fé'f' ree )‘;'/c:;f/;ns

A
¢ t

)

Many people or animals that we read about in books become so well-
known that we can name the story just from a picture of them. Above
is a picture of some people and animals who appear in a story.

This is a picture for what story?

Write your answer on the line provided.

/1?;4c?¢1 z;bf 2224?11/{242&4/</{,

. Age 9 Age 13 Age 17 Adult

4

Acceptable responses ~ = 44.9% 72.0% 78.2%  73.8%

Unacceptable responses 6.7 5.5 4.3 6.0
I don't know. 47.5 21.2 15.9 19.3
No response 1.0 1.2 1.6 .9
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1ll1. Correct Responses, Age 13

PERCENT CORREZCT RESPONSE
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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t0IPP PERCENT
FRON  CORRECT
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12. Correct Responses, Age 17
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13. Correct Responses, Adults
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Correct respoiises to this exercise ranged from a reference
to the movie or television version of Alice in Wonderland to a
one word answer such as "Alice" or "Wonderland." Many people
also said "Alice in Wonderland" or "The Mad Hatter." As usual,
though, there was a large assortment of incorrect answers, e.q.,
"White Rabbit," "Cinderella," "Peter Rabbit," and "Uncle Wiggly."
One student answered "The Last Supper."

Results for 9-Year-0lds

Nearly half of the 9-year-olds wrote "I don't know" as their
response. "I don't know" responses were particularly high among
Blacks, the no-high-school parental education group, and the
extreme-inner-city group.

Exhibit 10 presents the group results for 9-year-olds. There
was a 20 point difference between male and female percentages of
success, a 30 point difference between the lowest and the highest
parental education groups, a 33% difference between Blacks and
Whites, and a 45% difference between percentages for the inner-
city group and the affluent-suburb group. In each case, the latter
group was significantly above the national percentage, the former
considerably below it.

Results for 13-Year-0Olds

Seven out of every 10 1l3-year-olds correctly identified the
illustration (Exhibit 11). The same groups emerged above the
national level as did so at age 9. However, there were some
changes in the groups which were notably below the national figure.
The Southeast percentage was 7% below the nation's and the first
two STOC groups (which were significantly lower at age 9) per-
formed as well as all l3-year-olds. Perhaps more children dis-
cover Alice in Wonderland between age 9 and age 13, or perhaps
the older students have seen the Walt Disney version of the book.

Results for 17-Year-01lds

Seventy-eight percent of the l7-year-olds correctly identi-
fied the illustration (Exhibit 12). At this age level, the
Central region emerged significantly above the national percentage
of success (82%). Females still surpassed males, and the highest
parental education group remained significantly (9 points) above
the national percentage. Among the DOC groups, the urban-fringe
group posted a significantly high percentage (83%)=

As at age 13, the Southeast performance was below the nation's;
also, smaller than national percentages of Blacks (51%), males
(71%) and the two lowest parental education groups recognized the

+ " illustration.

&
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Results for Adults

The percentage of success for adults was 74%, but there were
considerable differences from this figure in the variable groups
(Exhibit 13). Eighty-three percent of the Northeastern adults
identified the illustration. Females (81%), Whites (77%) , the
post~-high-school group (89%) and the urban-fringe DOC group (84%)
also posted higher than national percentages.

At this age level, the Southeast results were 21 points below
the national figure, by far the worst showing for that region,
The male-female difference found at the other ages appeared at
this age level also, as did the Black-White disparity, and the
sub-national performance of the lower parental education groups.

Comparative Results

For the first time in this theme the reader is able to compare
results across all National Assessment age groups. Several factors
seem particularly noteworthy.

First, 9-year-olds achieved a percentage of success below 50%
while the other three age levels had results which were a few per-
centage points above or below 75%.

Second, there was a fairly close similarity between the teen-
age and adult results. Only 6 percentage points separated the
highest and lowest results. Moreover, 17-year-olds rather than
adults showed the highest percentage of success (78% for 17~-year-
olds as compared to 74% for adults).

Third, group results suggested strongly that girls are more

familiar with this book than boys, that only half the Blacks

recognized the picture regardless of age, and that children of the
more highly educated parents are much more likely to recognize
this work than are the children of the undereducated.

And finally, the fact that the Southeast deficit for adults
was more than twice that for Southeastern 17-year-olds (three
times the l3-year-olds deficit) might indicate that exposure to
Alice in Wonderland has increased in recent years.
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Exercise R306

Ages 9, 13
Objective IA

materal deleted ece
plg 47,7,-;7})'* Nss‘r:acﬁn;s

Many people or animals that we read about in books become so well-
known that we can name the story just from a picture of them. Above
is a picture of an animal that appears in a story.

This is a picture for what story?

Write your arswer on the line provided.

JZ{&«‘Z’( ) 7(/24

Age 9 Age 13

Acceptable responses 32.6% 35.6%
Unacceptable responses 28.1 27.0
I don't know. 37.2 35.8

No response 2.1 1.6
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15. Correct Responses, Age 13

PERCENT CORRECT RESPONSE

(] 10 20 30 80 L1 60 70 80 %
. * . . ) . ) . . )
0020000000000 00n0ssecnssey

............................'....

|
|
000000¢%¢00000 '
00000000000000000000000 '
.....-........'
....................Q(‘.....'.........

00000000000ttt
0000000000000 000000
000000000000 00000000000000 '
.............‘...............
............................'..
...............'...........
............................'......

35

-
<
o

- —— . . . T . T TP TP D D — D D TP G w— . G . -

-
o
o

e s e o D - - — D - TP - —- — — D — - ———— > - —— -




This exercise required identification of a relatively recent
work, Charlotte's Web. Charlotte's Web was, of course, the most

suitable answer; however, the scorers also counted the following

as acceptable responses: an adequate description of the story,
"Porky Pig," "Scarlet's Web," and "Charlotte the Pig." Samples of
incorrect answers were: "web," "this little piggy went to market,"
and "terrific pig."

Results for 9-Year-0Qlds

Nine-year-olds had some difficulty with the exercise. Only
one out of three students gave an adequate answer; however, the
incorrect responses did reveal an interesting variation. In most
9-year-old exercises with a low percentage of success (i.e., 33%
or less), one finds that students are nearly twice as likely to
say "I don't know" as they are to attempt an answer. Yet in this
exercise, the "I don't know" responses (37%) came within 9 ver-
centage points of the unacceptable attempts (28%).

There were 12 groups which varied significantly from the
national figure (Exhibit 14). Significantly higher results were
achieved by the West (41%), females (38%), Whites (36%), the post-
high-school group (43%), the suburban-fringe group (44%), and the
extreme-affluent-suburb group (47%). Percentages were notably
low for the Southeast (21%), maies (27%), parental education groups,
and the extreme-inner-city group (13%).

As was the case for the previous exercise, there were very
great differences within variable groups: a 19 point regional
spread, ll points between males and females, a 35 point range in
the STOC groups, and so on.

Results for 13-Year-0lds

Thirty-six percent of the l3-year-olds wrote acceptable
answers (Exhibit 15). An equal percentage simply said "I don't
know," and 27% tried unsuccessfully to identify the illustracion.

Altogether 12 groups demonstrated significant differences
from the national percentage. Percentages for females, the Western,
post-high-school and suburban-fringe groups were all 10-14 points
greater than the national figure.

Figures for the inner-city, rural, no-high-school, Black, and
Southeast groups were all 13 to 23 percentage points lower than
the national figure.

Age Comparisons

Nine- and l3-year-o0lds in the Western United States were
apparently more familiar with E.B. White's book than were children

-36




3

in other parts of the country. As with the previous exercise, it
was also avident from these results that this book is far more

widely known among girls, Whites, the educated and affluent, than
it is among boys, Blacks, and children of the poor and uneducated.




Exercise R307

Ages 13, 17, adult
Objective 1B

maveriaf feleves
e Yo 42:77MV7ﬁVL
recdeems

Above is a picture of two people who appear in another story.

This is a picture for what story?

s}

. Write your answer on the line provided.

' '/I -, | J
A/ R f e
Age 13 Age 17 Adult
Acceptable responses 7.7¢ 20,5%  22,.2%
Unacceptable responses 13.5 16.0 17.9
I don't know. 77.9 62.9 58.5
No response 1.0 .6 1.4
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Exhibit 18. Correct Responses, Adults
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Though the best answer to this exercise is Don Quixote with -
its numerous spelling variations (e.g., Don Oe Johe, Don Quezolobes,
Don Rehode), correct answers were allowed for Ivanhoe, a definite
reference to the movie or television version of Man from La Mancha,
or an adequate description but no title. As might be expected,
incorrect responses showed more variation, e.g., Alexander the
Great, Cortez and Aztecs, Joan of Ark, and King Arthur.

Results for 13-Year-0Olds

Percentages of success were low at the national level (8%) as
well as at the group level. In fact, only two groups--extreme
affluent suburb and the post high school parental education--
achieved significant results as high as 14%. With 10% and 8%
results, respectively, males and Whites posted the only other per-
centages of success which were notably above the nation as a whole.
Six groups showed results below the national figure--females (6%),
Blacks (4%), the three lower parental education groups (3-4%), and
the extreme-rural group (3%).

Results for 17-Year-0lds

One-fifth of the 17-year-olds gave a correct response while
62% of them simply said "I don't know." Though there were five
groups that performed significantly above the national level--

N




Northeast (27%), male (26%), White (23%), post high school parental
education (29%), and extreme affluent suburb (29%)--none posted
results which were more than 9 percentage points higher than the
national figure.

On the other hand, there were greater negative differences
from the national percentage. For instance, the Black difference
was -16% and the no high school difference was -15%. Other
significantly lower results appear.d for the Southeast (16%);
females (17%); the extreme-inner-city group (11%); the extreme-
rural group (9%); and the three lower parental education groups,
which had results ranging from 7% to 17%.

Results for Adults

Twenty-two percent of the adults correctly identified the
illustration. Three-fourths of the groups varied significantly
from the national figure. The degree of variance was rather wide--
ranging from the post-high-school parental education group (19
points above the national percentage) to the Black and Southeast
groups which were 19 and 16 pércentage points lower than the nation
in general. )

All four region groups demonstrated significant differences,
the Central and Southeast coming out low, the West and Northeast
doing better than the nation. Males, Whites, and the post-high-
school group again showed an advantage. Joining the groups below
the national percentage was the small-places DOC group, 6 points
off the pace.

Age Comparisons

All percentages of success were quite low, but the older
respondents were definitely more familiar with the illustration
than the 13-year-olds. —_——

Much similarity can be found in the significant results at
all age levels. Of particular note was the fact that males con-
sistently achieved higher results than females or the nation as
a whole. Also, the Central region, which usually does as-well
as or better than the nation at ages 13 and 17 did not do so on
this exercise. Instead, the Northeast and West dominated. The
rural groups ~onsistently displayed lower percentages of success
than the other STOC or DOC groups at all age levels. Apparently
these people have had less exposure than most to Don Quixote or
materials that would enable them to identify the story illustration.
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Exercise R308

Ages 13, 17, adult
Objective IA

Many people or animals that we read about in bboks become so well-

known that we can name them just from a picture.

of a man who appears in a story.
What is the name of the man in the picture?

Write, your answer on the line provided.

//_/ii/f /(’{tn% ! ,\4(/ Sy

Above is a picture

Age 13 Age 17 Adult

Acceptable responses 57.2% 78.5% 75.6%
Unacceptable responses 7.2 4.7 3.2
I don't know. 34.8 15.7 19.9
No response .8 1.1 1.4
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Exhibit 21. Correct Responses, Adults
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Acceptable answers to this exercise included an assortment
of spellings and other variations, e.g., "Pulled lock Hemes" and
"Srlocshomes," a definite reference to movie or television versions
of the work, and simply "Sherlock." As usual, the incorrect
responses were more diverse in their scope. Some representative
samples were: "a hunter," "Oliver Wendall Holmes," "a jockey,"
"Alfred Hitchcock," and "A. Conan Doyle."

Results for 13-Year-0lds

Nearly three-fifths of the 13-year-olds were able to furnish
an acceptable answer (Exhibit 19). Despite the fairly high
national percentage of success, there were great variations from
the national figure, especially among groups that performed
significantly below the national level of performance. For example,
the no-high-school parental education group was 32 percentage
points beneath the national level, and the extreme-rural and Black
groups posted results 23 percentage points lower than national
percentage of success. Other significantly lower percentages
included the southeast (38%), females (52%), the some-high-school
parental education group (45%), and the medium-city group (50%).
The extreme-affluent-suburb group achieved the highest degree of
success with significant results 18 percentage points higher than
the national figure. Five more groups were significantly above
the nation as a whole--the Northeast (68%), males (63%), Whites
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(62%), the post-high-school group (70%), and the suburban-fringe
group (74%).

Results for 17-Year-0Olds

Seventy-nine percent of the 17-year-olds wrote correct res-
ponses (Exhibit 20). Further, 13 out of the 16 groups attained
results which were significantly higher or lower than the national
figure. Although there were six groups significantly above the
national percentage of success, none of the groups showed results
more than 1l percentage points higher than the national figure.

On the other hand, Blacks and the no-high-school parental edu-
cation group posted percentages of success that were 31 and 25
percentage points lower than the nation in general.

Results for Adults

Ten out of 16 groups achieved results which were above or
below the national figure of 76% (Exhibit 21). Highest results
were attained by the post-high-school parental education group
(14 percentage points above the national figure) while the South-
east displayed the lowest percentage of success--nearly 25 points
beneath the nation as a whole. '

Other groups significantly higher than the nation in general
included: the West (83%), males (82%), Whites (78%), and the big-
city-frirge group (88%). On the other hand, significantly lower
results were posted by the following: females (69%), Blacks (55%),
the no-high-school group (67%), and the small-places DOC group
(70%). :

Age Comparisons

At all three age levels males outperformed females. The male-
female difference was 12% at age 13, 8% at age 17, and 13% for
adults. The deficit for Blacks ranged from -20% to -31%, and the
Southeast percentage was always 1l to 25% lower than the nation's.
Though children of the affluent and well educated frequently
recognized the illustration, people from rural areas and people
in the lower parental education categories were far less con-

‘sistent in doing so.
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Exercise R309

Ages 17, Adult
Objective IB

)1ma#%n;§r/ Ae Jeped Aue
zAﬂ c{7>7rréybf- ®

)ﬁ!c#%«b#%rﬁs

Many people or animals that we read about in books become so well-
known that we can name the story just from a picture of them. Above
is a picture of an animal that appears in a story.

This is a picture for what story?

Write your answer on the line provided.

s

7

Age 17 Adult

Acceptéble responses 86.6% 74.3%
Unacceptable responses 5.3 8.3
I don't know. 7.6 16.3

No response

«5 1.2
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Correct responses to this exercise were limited to an ade-
quate description of the story, Moby Dick, The White Whale, or
simply "Moby" or "Dick." This was a relatively ilimited number of
acceptable answers when compared to answers in the other illustra-
tion exercises. There was a much wider range of unsuitable res-
ponses, e.g., "Pip," "Queequag," "Animals on the Sea," "Johnah
and the Whale," and "Omoo."

Results for l17-Year-0Qlds

A total of 11 groups posted percentages of success which
varied significantly from the national figure of 87% (Exhibit 22).
The most sizable variation occurred in the no-high-school parental
education category which was 24 percentage points below the nation
in general. In ascending order, the other significantly low per-
centages of success included: Black (70%), Southeast (78%), the
some-high-school group (79%), females (80%), and the small-places
group (83%).

Five groups posted percentages of success which were above
the national figure. In descending order they were: the post-
high-school group (93%), males (93%), the Northeast (91%), the
graduated-£from-high-school group (89%), and Whites (89%).

Results for Adults

Nearly three-fourths of the adults supplied a correct response
(Exhibit 23). 1In addition, half of the groups had results which
were significantly above or below the national level. Percentages
significantly above the nation as'a whole ranged from 3% (Whites)
to 13% (the post-high-school group). Percentages below ranged
from -8% (females) to -24% (Blacks).

Age Comparisons

Once again, there was a distinct male advantage: 13% at
age 17, 15% among adults. The differences between the highest
and lowest percentage in other variable groups also increased with
age. That is, in the regional groups the difference was 13% at
age 17, 19% at the adult level; the color difference rose from
©18.5% to 27%; the parental education difference increased only
slightly from 30% to 31%.
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CHAPTER 3

PARODIES ‘

The exercises discussed in this chapter represent an indirect
way of measuring familiarity with specific literary works. In
themselves, they cannot tell us much about the familiarity with
literature, but in conjunction with various other exercises they
contribute to a more complete picture of what works people are
familiar with.

All parody exercises were introduced in the following manner.
Many famous poems, stories, and plays have been changed so that
the words make fun of something. Changes like those are called
PARODIES. Here is an example of an original poem by a man named
Gelett Burgess.
The Purple Cow

I never saw a purple cow;

Someone later wrote a parody of the poem that goes this way:

I never saw a pale blue cow;

I never hope to see one:

But from the milk we're getting now
I know that there must be one.

The man who wrote the parody changed the first poem so that he
could make fun of the kind of milk he has been getting.

You are going to read two short parodies. Read each parody and
then fill in the oval beside the poem you think is parodied.
Here is an example:
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I never saw a pale blue cow;

I never hope to see one:

But from the milk we're getting now
I know that there must be one.

"The Purple Cow"
"Hey Diddle Diddie"
"How Now Brown Cow"

"This is the House that Jack Built"

0 0000

I don't know.
You would £ill in the oval beside "The Purple Cow" as is shown,
because it is the poem on which the parody is based.

Now try the two on the next page.
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All Ages
Objective IA

Exercise R319a

The action wasn't qroovvy for the Endsville nine that dav:

mavterial AeleVed Fue +o cu’p’/r%féw‘ /1%5%£a>f;;nt

We'd put a lot of bread down, Man, on Casey and his stack!

This is a parody of what poem?

Age 17 Adult

Age 9 Age 13
4.2% 16.4% 7.68 10.28 < "Casey Jones"
38.4 0.3 0.4 0.4 <& "Gunga Din"
37.2  76.1 87.1 79.8 @ "Casey at the Bat"
8.2 4.8 2.3 4.1 <& "Take Me Out to the Ballgame"
11.0 4.8 2.3 4.1 <& 1 don't know.
1.0 0.2 0.8 1.1 No response
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Exhibit 26. Correct Responses, Age 17
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Exhibit 27. Correct Responses, Adults
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"Casey at the Bat" constitutes the first parody in a series
of three released exercises.

Results for 9-Year-0lds

Nationally, 37% of the students correctly answered "Casey at
the Bat" (Exhibit 24). Groups' results tended to cluster rather
closely to the national figure--in fact, only one group (suburban
fringe, with a percentage of success 6 points below the national
figure) varied significantl:-. Thirty-eight percent of the 9-year-
olds incorrectly answered "Ginga Din" in response to the exer-
cise. This particular answer was chosen by at least 32% of the
people in every group.

Results for 13-Year-01lds

More than three-fourths of the 13-year-olds made a correct
response (Exhibit 25). Another 16% selected "Casey Jones." Six
groups performed significantly higher or lower than the nation as
a whole. 1Included were the extreme-affluent-suburb (83%), Whites
(80%), and the post-high-school (80%) parental education groups
which were significantly higher. Significantly lower results _ -
appeared for the Blacks (55%), the no-high-school parental educa-
tion group (68%), and the rest-of-big-city STOC group (61%).

Results for 17-Year-0Olds

Eighty-seven percent of the 17-year-olds correctly answered
this exercise (Exhibit 26). Most of the remaining l7-year-olds
selected the "Casey Jones" answer. Five group rercentages were
significantly higher or lower than the nation's. The Central
(91%), white (89%), and post-high-school (89%) groups were all
above, the Southeast (81%) and Blacks (78%)--below the national
figure.

Adult Results

Four out of every five adults furnished a correct response
(Exhibit 27). Slightly more than half of the remaining adults
chose "Casey Jones." Three group percentages were significantly
lower than the national figure. The Blacks' figure was 24 per-
centag. points below the nation; the Southeast's was 7 points
lower; and the no-high-school parental education group's was
8 percent je points below. Whites significantly exceeded the
natiocnal rigure by 3 percentage points, the small-place group by-
4 percentage points, and the post-high-school- group by 12 per-
centage points.
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Age Comparisons

It appears that not many 9-year-olds had been exposed to
"Casey at the Bat" since only 37% knew the correct answer. Ap-
parently, children encounter the poem between 9 and 13, since
twice as many older students recognized the parody.

There were no sex differences at any age and only once did a

regional group's percentage exceed the nation's--the Central region
at age 17. i

A\l
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Exercise R320

Ages 13, 17, Adult
Objective IA

Under the towering Ry sign
Aeleted Aue Vo copyright
restrieftms ’
Made by his sinewy hands.

This is a parody of what poem?

Age 13 Age 17 Adult

3.8%  3.1% 2.33% <O "The Shepherd," Blake

11.5 5.9 5.3 & "The Deacon's Masterpiece," Holmes
41.7 60.1 65.0 &@» "The Village Blacksmith," Longfellow

3.9 4.8 4.4 <O "A Ballad of Johnny Appleseed," bleson
39.1 25.9 21.8 S 1 don't know.

0.1 0.2 1.2 No resgonse
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28. Correct Responses, Age 13
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29. Correct Responses, Age 17
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Exhibit 30. Correct Responses, Adults
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Results for 13-Year-0Olds )

Slightly more than two-fifths of the 13-year-olds gave the
correct answer, while an almost equal percentage of the 13-year-
olds said "I don't know" (Exhibit 28).

Three groups--the Northeast (48%), the post-high-school
parental education group (47%), and the extreme-affluent-suburb
group (56%)--registered percentages significantly higher than the
nation's, whereas only one group--the Central region (37%)--was
below the national figure. There were no color or sex variations,
and several groups which tend to emerge below the national level
did not do so.

Results for 17-Year-Olds

Sixty percent of the 17-year-olds gave correct answers
(Exhibit 29). 1In addition, another 26% made "I don't know" res-
ponses. Five out of 16 groups achieved percentages of success
which were significantly higher or lower than the national figure,
The Whites (63%) and the post-high-~school parental education
group percentages (69%) significantly exceeded the national figure,
while Blacks (41%), the Southeast (52%), and the no-high-school
group (44%) came out lower than the nation. '
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Adult Results

About two out of évery three adults provided an- accurate
response (Exhibit 30). Another 22% chose to say "I don't know."
Significantly higher results were posted by the West (71%),

Whites (68%), and the post-high-school parental education category
(81%) . The latter was 16 percentage points above the national
figure. On the other hand, three group percentages were signifi-
cantly beneath the national level--the Southeast (50%), Blacks
(44%), and the no-high-school group (54%).

Age Comparisons

Overall results appeared to improve with each succeeding age
level. For example, percentages of success went from 42% at age
17 to 65% at the adult level. Furthermore, as the age levels
increased there was a corresponding decrease in the "I don't know"
answers (39% at age 13; 26% at age 17; and 22% for adults),
though this continued to be the most popular unacceptable answer.

Although there were relatively few results which were signi=-
ficantly above or below the national figure, there were some
significant results overlapping at two or three age levels. For
instance, post-~high~-school parental education groups performed
significantly higher at all three age levels. 1In addition, White
1l7-year-olds and adults significantly exceeded the national figure.
At age 13, the Southeast, Blacks, and the no-~high~school group
all performed at the national level. However, at ages 17 and
adult, they all differed sign.ficantly from the national percentage.




Ages 17, Adult

Objective IA

Exercise R321

Ranches to the right of them,

Aeleted Ao Vo
6771‘/-71#' restries ms

By the One Hundred.

This is a parody of what poem?

Age 17

Adult

1.8% 2.4%
12.1 9.9
48.9  51.7
5.2 . 7.3
31,7 27.6
0.2 1.1

0000

0

"Kubla Khan"
"Paul Revere's Ride"

"The Charge of the Light Brigade"

"How They Carried the Good News from Ghent

to Aix"

I don't know.

No response
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32. Correct Responses, Adults
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This was the final released exercise for the parody portion
of Theme 3.

Results for l7-Year-0lds

Slightly less than hdlf of the l17-year-olds selected the cor-
rect answer while most of the remainder said "I don't know" (Ex-
hibit 31). The results for four groups significantly exceeded
the national figure--males (52%), Whites (51%), the big-city-
fringe group (56%), and the post-high-school parental education
group (54%). On the other hand, six other groups had lower per-
centages »f success--the Southeast (44%), females (46%), Blacks
(31%), the small-places DOC group (45%), and the two lower edu-
cation groups (38 and 39%).

Adult Results

Fifty~-two percent of the adults answered successfully, with
the post-high-school parental education group showing the highest
results (17 points akove the nation as a whole) and Blacks the
lowest (25 points below the national figure). In.between these
extremes there were four other significant variations. Whereas
adult Whites and those whose parents were high school graduates
performed significantly higher, southeasterners and people whose
parents had had no high school attained percentages of success
below that attained by the nation as a whole.

Age Comparisdns.

The two age levels had almost identical national results;
however, group percentages of success showed mor- variation,
especially for l7-year-olds. For instance, there were no signi-
ficant sex or size of community differences among adults but there
were among l7-year-olds. All the regional, color, and educational
group deficits that appeared at age 17 intensified at the adult
level. The post-high-school group's difference was also much
greater at the adult level.

Results for unreleased parody exercises appear in the appendix.
The works parqdied were "The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere," "The
Jabberwocky," "Sea Fever," and "Old Ironsides."
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CHAPTER 4

ALLUSIONS

A great many literary works are fully successful only if the
reader recognizes allusions to other works and characters that
have become part of the Western literary heritage. The exercises
discussed in this chapter allude to a variety of Biblical, Classi-
cal and folk figures in yet another effort to determine how well
acquainted Americans are with this literary heritage.
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Exercise R328A
Ages 13, 17, Adult
Objective IB
Each of the sentences below has a blank space, indicating that a
word or set of words has been omitted. Beneath the sentence are
four words or sets of woras. These are the names of figures in
myths, legends, or famous literary works. You are to choose the
one word or set of words which, when inserted in the sentence,

BEST fits in with the meaning of the sentence as a whole. Fill

in the oval beside the word or words you think best.

If you were going -to give a name to a kind of engine that
you wanted people to think was very strong, you would nzme

the engine .

Age 13 Age 17 Adult

2.4% 1.2% 2.2% < Joshua

2.9 1.4 .6 O Methuselah

5.5 2.7 2.1 <& Nimrod

85.2 92.6 92.1 &@» Samson

3.9 2.1 1.4 <> I don't know.
.2 .1 .9 No response
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Exhibit 33. Correct Responses, Age 13
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Exhibit 34. Correct Responses, Age 17
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Exhibit 35. Correct Responses, Adults
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Results for 1l3-Year-Olds

While the regional and color groups seemed to achieve a level
nearly equal to the national figure of 85%, there were some wide
variations within the other groups (Exhibit 33). For instance,
males significantly exceeded the national level by 5 percentage
points and females were significantly lower by 4 percentage points.
Other significant group percentages of success included: the post-
high-school parental education (89%), extreme-affluent-suburb
(91%), and medium-city (90%) groups, all significantly above the
national figure. Two more groups posted results which were lower
than the national result--the no-high-school parental education
group (74%) and the extreme-rural group (79%).

Results for l17-Year-0Olds

Only 7% of the l17-year-olds failed to offer an accurate answer
(Exhibit 34). 1In addition to outstanding overall results, group
percentages of success were rather high. In fact, there was only
one group which had a percentage of success less than 89% (the
no-high-school group). The post-high-school parental education
group (95%) performed significantly higher than the nation as a
whole while Blacks (90%) and the small-places group (90%) were
slightly below the national figure.




Adult Results

Ninety-two percent of the adults correctly answered the exer-
cise (Exhibit 35). Likewise, the 16 groups achieved a large
degree of success, with 85% being the lowest percentage Jf success
and 96% the highest. Altogether there were five groups which
significantly exceeded the national figure and four that were
significantly lower. The higher groups were: the Northeast and
West'-(94%), males (94%), Whites (93%), and the graduated-from-
high-school ¢xroup (96%). Significantly lower results were posted
by the Southeast (87%), females (90%), Blacks (85%), and the no-
high-school group (89%).

Age Comgarisons

All ages showed sizable percentages of success, though 17-
year-olds did slightly better than adults and 1l3-year-olds.

At all age levels, the males achieved results significantly
higher than the nation in general while, on the other hand, females
posted percentages of success notably below the national level.

At ages 13 and 17, no regional group dominated and the South-
east, which is generally below the national level, performed as
the nation did. Also, the 15 point difference between the lowest
and highest parental education groups narrowed to only 6 points
at the adult level. :
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Exercise R328E 7 .
Ages 13, 17, Adult
Objective IB

People call water ale, because it is the one drink
man has had si..ce th« beginning of time.

Age 13 Age 17 Adult

66.5% 80.2% 78.3% Adam's

3.1 1.8 ‘1.9 Cain's

14.8 8.1 9.7 Noah's

‘e
S
6.3 3.1 2.9 > Moses'
(-
S

9.3 6.7 6.4 I don't know.

+ -+ .8 . No response




SDIPP PPRCENT
®309 CnRRECT
PATING RESP0NSE

- 66.5
-7.8 53.7
.~-us 52,7
- S.2¢ .7
8.0 .8

[
-1.6 64.9
1.5 61,9
12,2+ 89,3
2.8 69,7
1.5 53,9
-10.3e 56.1
-1 65.8
1.4 76.9
.3 59.1
5.0 61.5
-1.7 68.8
5.0 7.5
-8.1 59.8
° 1.9 70.8
5.0 7.8
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Exhibit 37.

Correct Responses, Age 17

YARIABL® GroupP

IZBEZTETITTIZTITIITXT

PERCENT CORRSC. RESPONSE

ERIC

- 90.2
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0.5 80.7
1.1 81.3
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Exhibit 38. Correct Responses, Adults
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Results for 13-Year-0Olds

Two l3-year-olds in three selected "Adam's," the correct
answer. The next most popular choice was "Noah's," which 15%
selected.

Exhibit 36 reveals that in four variable groups, slightliy
higher percentages chose the corxect answer. The results for
Whites, the Central region, and the medium-city group were 3 to 5
points higher than the national figure. The post-high-school
group's percentage was 1l points above the nation's.

The Southeast and the two lower parental education groups'
percentages were 8 to 12% below the nation's. The Black difference
was -17%--in other words, only half the Blacks selected the cor-
rect answer. .

Results for 17~-Year-0lds . e

Eight out of 10 teenagers correctly selected "Adam's" (Ex-
hibit 37). The proportion was 2 to 6 points greater for three
groups (the Northeast, Whites, and the post-high-school group)
and 6 to 16 points less for four groups (the Central region,
Blacks, and the two lowest parental education groups).
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Results for Adults

Seventy-eight percent of the adults answered correctly (Ex-
hibit 38). The proportion was almost ‘9 out of 10 in the post-
high-school group. The Southeast region's percentage was 7 points
lower than the nation's, the no-high-school group's was 10 points
lower, and the Black figure was almost 18 points lower.

Age Comparisons

The only group performances that were consistent across all
ages .were these: Whites ard the post-high-school group displayed
greater than national per.antages, while Blacks and the no-high-
school group registered results 16 to 18 points lower than the
nation's at each age.
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Ages 13, 17, Adult
Objective IB

Bxegcise R329A

Each of the sentences below has a blank spuce, indicating that a

word or set of words has been omitted. Beneath the sentence are
» four words or sets of words. These are the names of figures in
- myths, legends, or famous literary works. You are to choose the

one word or set of words -which, when inserted in the sentence,

BEST fits in with the meaning of the sentence as a whole. Fill

in the oval beside the word or phrase that you think best.

"Our brand of blue jeans needs a name that will make people think
of a clever, igaginative country boy, one whom all boys like, wﬁo
gets into trouble but always gets out.”

"I know the perfect name: "

Age 13 Age 17 Aédalt

4.1% 3.4% 4.0%:hﬁ§:> Billy Budd
1.3 1.1 {6 < Holden Caulfield
.9 .5 .7 O Lérd Fauntleroy
91.3 93.4 91.9 @ Tom Sawyer
2.2 1.2 1.5 < I don't ‘now.
2 .2 1.1 No response




Exhibit 39. Correct Responses, Age 13
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Exhibit 40. Correct Responses, Age 17
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Exhibit 41. Correct Responses, Adults
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Results for 13-Year-0Olds

Ninety-one percent of the 13-year-olds identified the allu-
sica to Tom Sawyer (Exhibit 38;. Two regions--the West (93%) and
Central (94%)--together with Whites (94%) and the post-high-school
parental education group (95%) showed significantly higher results.
On the other hand, significantly lower percentages of success
appeared for the Southeast (86%), Blacks (78%), the extreme-inner-
city group (80%), and the nc -igh-school parental education group
(86%).

Results for l17-Year-0lds

For tlhis exercise all but 7% of the 17-year-olds furnished
a correct answer (Exhibit 40).

Six groups displayed results which varied significantly from
che national percentage. Three groups--the Central (96%), Whites
(95%), and the post-high-school group (97%)--had results which
were higher than the national figure. Significantly lower results
appeared for the Southeast (90%), Blacks (93%), and the no-high-

- school_parental educatien group (85%).




Adult Results

Ninety-two percent of the adults identified the allusion
(Exhibit ‘41). There were two groups which had results signifi-
cantly higher: Whites (94%) and the post-high-school parental
education group (96%). On the other hand, lower percentages
appeared in three other groups: the Southeast (87%), Blacks
(76%), and the no-high~school parental education group (84%).

Age Comparisons

All three age levels had high national percentages of success
ranging from 91% at age 13 to 93% at age 17 and 92% at the adult
level. :

Nearly all significant results overlapped across two or more
age levels. This was especially true for results which were lower
than the national figure. For example, at all three age levels
there were significantly lower results for the Southeast, Blacks,
and the no-high-school parental education group. Higher than
national results, on the other hand, were -osted at all age levels
by Whites and the post-high-school parental education group.

e o
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Exercise R329B
Ages 13, 17, Adult
Objective IB
Like old _ » the ranger took squirrels, raccoons, foxes,
rabbits, and an&-other animals he could find into his boat and
carried them to safety.

Age 13- Age 17 Adult

3.3% 1.7% l.1% <& Abraham
3.7 . 2.0 - | 2.1 <O Dpavid
.1 1.6 2.2 O Jonah
87.7 93.2 92.1 @ Noah
2.9 1.5 1.5 <& I don't know.
2.3 1.3 1.1 No response
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Exhibit 42. Correct Responses, Age 13
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Exhibit 43. Correct Responses, Age 17
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Exhibit 44. Correct Responses, Adults
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Results for 13-Year-0Olds

Eighty-eight percent of the students selected the correct
answer, "Noah" (Exhibit 42).
'The six groups which exceeded this perce'-~gé did so by 3 to 6
points. The five groups below the national f.yuare were from 7 to
15 points below, the lowest correct response rate being about 70%.

Results for 17-Year-0Olds

More than 9 out of 10 l1l7-year-olds recognized the allusion
to Noah (Exhibit 43). Five group percentages were slightly above
the 93% level and four were below it. The lowest percentage was
77% (Blacks), the highest was 97% (the post-high-school and big-
city-fringe groups).

Results for Adults

Correct responses were furnished by 92% of the adults (Ex-
hibit 44). No incorrect answer received more than 2% »>f the
to*+al responses. The third answer--"Jonah"--was the most popular
incorrect choice.

Nine out of 16 groups showed results which were significantly
higher or lower than the national figure. Those above the national
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percentage of success included the Central region (96%), Whites
(94%), the big-city-fringe group (95%), and the two higher parental
education groups. The So'itheast (86%) , Blacks (75%), the big-
city-frirge (84%), and the no-high-school (88%) groups were
significantly below the nation a> a whole. :

Age Comparisons ”7 ‘

National results were high at all age levels. As has been
true with previous allusion exercises, there was a great deal of
overlapping for significant results. . For example, Central, White,
and post-high-school groups were above the national percentage at
all three ages. On the other hand,-at the three age levels,
Southeastern, Black, and no-high-school parental education groups
achieved results significantly lower than the nation as a whole.

The difference between the highest and lowest parental edu-
cation groups seemed to lessen with each succeeding age group.
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Exercise R329C

Ages 13, 17, adult ‘
Objective IB 1

They called the boxer Kid » because he seemed to

be strohg, handsome, and above all, noble and pure in the way he 1

refused to mix with gangsters and women.

Age 13 Age 17 Adult

a

| 8.5% 4.9% 3.58 & Arthur
1 - 41.1 60.8 75.0 @ Galahad
"‘_2{3..6 18.8 12.5 <& Lancelot
5.2 3.6 .7 & Mordred
21.3 11.6 7.2 & I don't know.
.2 o2 1.1 No response
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Exhibit 45. Correct Responses, Age 13

SO1PP  PERCEFT
PROS  CORRECT

FATION RUSPONSE VARTABLE GRODP PERCENT COPRRCT RPSPONS®
S8R S0 ggsBsEss 2SS ECSEERESIEEgEEE S
] 10 20 30 80 50 60 70 80 .0 100
* * * * * * * * * * *
ooe .‘.‘ '.t‘o‘.!_ ....................l............' '
) [} ]
[} [}
o.s .‘.6 !zuu 50".0.“ .........I....n...-I.’...........; —— :
0.2 81,3 Vegt 9000000000008000000000000000s00nny - 1
5,30 86,8 Central 9000esereeeeee0essestsnssnsscnsnspeoce ]
=1,00 38,0 YOrtheglt 9000000000000 0000000000000 ] 1
} 1
1 1
pi1 ! }
2.80 3,9 flale 000000000000000000000000000000000g0e ]
. 2,90 38,2 ®enale 90000000000000000000000000000000 | 1
] [}
[} 1
£otop ]
[ W .1} 87.9 Slack (LY IX T ]
1,1 43,0 Uhite haddadd]] ]
[}
[}
RARZNTAL _RDICATION ]
1.3 82,8 ¥o High School !
10, 2¢ $1.) sows High School ]
1.5 82,6 Graduated High Sch, !
2.8 38,7 Post High Schoo) ]
f
S122=A8D-110L ]
OF_COuRYNITY [}
11,20 52.) PRt Teme Inner City !
a0 50,0 ExtTome Rur:l ]
2.8 38,8 Smll City ]
8,6 36,5 Rediym City [}
0,2 80,9 Rest of Big City [}
1.6 02,7 Subyrhan ®ringe [} .
=0, 81,1 Extrene Aff Subyrh seessccsseee ]
Exhibit 46. Correct Responses, Age 17 .
<DIPP  PERCENT
PROY  CORRECT
SATION RPSPONSE VARIARLe GRrROYP PERCENT CORRECT RESPONSE
BSSEE SsEEBise PSR PPBERESEREEEERY
0 10 20 30 40 59 60 70 80 %0 100
* * * * * * * * * *
ooe 60.Q '.txo'.], ....‘............................................' :
1 [}
[} ]
113 41 | '
3.8 68,2 Southesat [LITTITTITTTY TT] '
0.2 61,0 Veat svoeny '
=0, 60,7 Central ssseey '
-2.7 s..‘ .or(h...‘ V0000000 000000000000000000000000 . |
[} ]
n : :
3,60 6a.8 gos |
=3, 20 7.6 ]
[}
SoLoR :
8,6 56,2 [}
26 61.8 [}
|
111 t
13,30 78,1 Sose Nigh School YT .
=0.5 60,2 Gradeated Nigh Sch. t
=2.6 58,2 Post Nigh School ]
:
F183 M) ity [}
-39 56.9 8ig Circy ]
0,1 60.6 Small Place ]
3.6 6.3 flediem City }
0.8 61.6 Yrhban Pringe 9%escssstessescscsssse ]
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] Exhibit 47. Correct Responses, Adults
DIPP PERCENT - ' -
‘b:iczst CORAECT RESPONSE

_ ATION" RESPONSE VARIABLE GRroup
- T EEXTLEX ESXITEXT ERETEERZSSITITEITERE . . , .
) 0 10 .20 30 L1 50 ° 60 70 80 90 100
-7 * * . L .- . * . . L] Te
T Se- 75.0 . g‘rgo,}‘], . ©00000q000000000000000000000000000000000000%0000000000000000Y 1
- ’ : ' 1
.o ' 't
- - - PEGION - [, ) H
= -=2.8 72.3 Southeast °© sessssee sssshescscsessecncstee | IR
-0.8 8.2 HESt ©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000) ]
“=3.0 72.0 Central soce (Y ssseses ssee vesssee | "
- - 5.6 “80.6 fortheast ®eosecos sesse sgecses )
O T . - oL ) ] -1
I = ] |
SEX - : o : ) 1
~ 1.9 6.9 fale . oo | S ]
-1.8 73.2 Penxli ecececscce sese i sesce z ey t
: ) 1 R
- - L - 1 ]
coto2 ) - 1 -1
=7 67.1 - Black ®esesesce cooe esne ' '
1.8 T6.5 Yhite ooee X . ©080000000a000000000RanccR0san] 1
= = -1 o - i i 3 . 7’7 - _ ) l, 1
- -+ -7 i T T -0 T R - s [ rd -1
- * PAPESTAL TOICATION ° - - - - R - - - -
1.7 75.7 So Nigh Schoogl eeee eoe secece iesanasserge 1
D =19 8.9 Some High School- > ¢ scses sseces ]
9.8 75.8 Gradasted Righ Sch. °wt i L1 snege N
_ -2, _6 772.. . Post 'ﬂ[q., thool aa,oooooaoogaaaoa:ooaoo..oo..a L1l . o . es 3
R T : I ¥
- I oot L T AT S A - N
size-or Jomsumyry - B ) e e 2T 2>
67.9 Big City 0000000000000 0000000000 00 000000000000 000000 000 1 1
78.3 Saall Place acaaooooo.oo..coa.ooiao.ooa-.o-aooooiaato )¢ 4 ]
70.3 , Nediex City oo [ 1] ] secceenctssceteesssucisese 3 1
ssceree gook |7

;;ﬁéSqus.fof 13rYear;OI63'

. 73.0 Ucban Pringe-¢eeseccces » 5 ssccose

_ Slightly more than two-fifths of the 13-year-olds éuppliqgf;

_the desired answer "Galahad," (Exhibit 45). "Of particular interest

are the five groups which achieved significanrtly higher results

-~ than the nation as a whole. ! 3

" _above the national figure, Blacks reversed their usual position
. relative to the national results. \ r

-~ city (52%) and some high scﬁ901,p§5gptal education (51%)--also

"~ reversed their trend by attaining results higher than the national
" level. Males (44%) and the Central region (463%) also exceeded

= . the national figure.

results were not nearly as startling. For the first time in

With a percentage of success 7 points

Two more groups--extreme inner

With one exception, significantly lower

Theme 3, Whites (40%) posted results which were lower than the
national percentage. In addition, the Northeastern group (34%)

v";; and females (38%) were notably below the national percentage of )

. success.

It is impossible to determihe why this exercise produced such
unusual results. One explanation might be that larger proportions
of people in the groups which normally do better than the nation

selected "Lancelot," probably because it was more familiar to them.

. This was true for the affluent-suburb group (35% selected Lancelot)

but not for the others. Another possibility is that-the Black and
inner city children suspected there would never be a boxer named

Lo
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e ;?Kid’ﬂfthut,” "Kid Mdrdtgd,f;or;fxidlﬁahce;otf andvarriveéfgé
e %he correct answer by-a process of elimination. Ty
’ 7 Results for I7-Year-olds = = i{ IR 7
N . ’.77Tﬁé'§§ttefg§whiéhféppéafea:atiagivlﬁ_di& not exactly reappear
- at this age. - However, the some-high-school group's percentage - - .

,males,still}demqnstratedﬁanfadvantage over females (Exhibit 46).
- ~There were no:color, size of community, or regional variations,
= .. "a fact which is in itself unuswal. .- - T L

géj -was stillifar,in’adVanceﬂofzthe,nationél‘percentégé of 61% and

—; é : lAduftzﬁeéﬁiés':fwr;gi'rr_ilt':—T o ,7 S ,fi:} » e
c AN B Ut s L ) -
L .-~ Exactly three-fourths of the adults selected the correct

-Tresponse to the exercise. " Interestingly, 14 out of the 16 adult
groups also achieved results which closely paralleled the national
‘percentage. of success. Only Whites (1 percentage point above the -
national figure) and the big-city DOC group (7 percentage points
below the national -figure) showed any significant variation from

- “-the nation as-a whole.: ~ - T T TR T e

© Mecomparisons o

"2~ Results. at all three ages were unusual. comparéd to the results-
2 -on mpst,lite:aturefexgrciSes.;;ItfiS*sélddm,that—dné—tindS”thei ;
T 2§nher-city—group{fBlaqks;{and”ghe lowest parental education group N
- = -besting the national percentage or equalling it over three age
L ar félévélsgf{It;isialsoira:e%tpﬁfindjthéﬂséﬁe;highfschbb17groupfpei- 3
T ~forming as' it did on-this exercise. -Since it is unlikely that
S ‘many people know the Arthurian- légends well: enough to distinguish - —
= "‘between Lancelot and-Galahad. (both were strong, handsome, and -noble,
- - after all),-it is reasonable to-suppose that the exercise did not
'feally'measﬁge'khogléadezbf?fheée?fiéu:esflipStgad{iif’probably'- .
‘measured sénsitivity to-the name most appropriate for a boxer = -

S - -and most sfmilar to the name of-a real boxer, Kid Gavilan.




-~ - CExercise R338 -
) Agé 17 - ‘ T J. . o 7 : T )
_;ijective :FB' T o - :Ei T . 7 s ] : ;,Afv?v o

— ) _ Each of the sentences below has a blank space 1nd1cat1ng that a
- ) f ord has been omltted. Beneath the sentence are four words.
- :These are the names of flgures of'myths, legends, or famous )

e v' ,llterary works. You are to choose the one word Wthh, when

'1nserted ;n the sentence, BEST f1ts 1n w1th the meanlng of the

,sentence as a whole. F111 1n the oval be51de the word that you’

frthlnk is_ best.-,ri; ;:;fif§;>—i9f;‘j} -;:ffr'

”53% 7 7;TAnd let fa1r 1,55—?ifi?f”.;that 1s Queen of Love, ’ e L E

Wlth her heart-quelllngrsong upon you,smlle.

e eag"e 17 LTS A :

42w o Ceres S L

* - *7‘:*19 27 O DJ.ana 7 R — SR
Zi L 7 i,, 2 9 :C:? ,Juno . L - -

o T 642 @ Vemus .

& N _ -

«’:::ife’.st, ©_1don't know. . [ - e e

.6 - " No response ., .
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T - T S
T R - ~ _ {""}, i - — 1‘ X -
) < - ) A
. ... . - Exhibit 48. Correct Response -/ ' o
= soier racest o o ) T o T
= - PRON .- CORRECT - - - . L B o .
. i T Il?!OI RESPONSE VARIABLE -GROUP_ ~ . R - PERCENT COI’!CTJ!SPOIS! -
g ] B - o 10 2 . 30 w s e .. 70 80 90 100 . -
s 0T e T - R B 4 * T - e . . * . 3 .. 3 =%
——— 68.2 BATIONAL oooooouu'oogoouoouooooooooouooooouoooguooouo' B 0 o
- B P - i ) - T -4 !
E - o T ) - o - - !
S = . - 2BGIO - i : - - R N ]
- S =T.8% T T 56,8 - sogghggsg oooooooouooouooooooooo N: )
- 3.0~ -767.%7 - Uest oouooouooooouuuuuu-uooouooouououuoou'ooo 1
<0.8 - &3.8 Central o¢ ] [TTY] sseoee voyp |
o - .30 . 68.5 - - sorth v o ssee .o [ TT1 [T 1] t 0 _ .
: S ) Sche - o - 0 ‘
b - T s c2.9e 613 - ~_ Bale sseesesssses sessses: Sensusese |- | -
T 2.8* " 67.0 Pemale LILLL (1) ros so00 sessege H -
. ) ) B N . - T o " ' T
r . L. ... coror : ) - S, ' ' B
- . - -10.8¢ 53.3 - - -~ Black . .o 0 ] B - o
’ _ - 1.5,;;; 65.6 - - - Shite sssssssse . 1 [ 1] ssegen - ] =
Lo § r PARENTAL EDOCATION. .- . ¢ - G LT 4 ' E
- - » =17.20 - 87,0 . . %o_migh School e I | ]
-8:6  59.5 - “Some Nigh School o 0 . R ]
T - -~0.3 63.9 Graduated Nigh Sch. 1 ! 5 4 T I |
F_ N 5.5¢ 69.6 - - Post Migh School- Ll L1 - > ; . - |
s - - e T e e - N ST~ - - B - h .
. - N T - - - - -
PR - E -~ = ] = =
- - _ -Big Ctty ooy ] .
" .Small Place’ ® . i -~ ] = -
E "~ Nedfwm City *so ® ] § . z
- Orban-Pringe. ooe seestenss st * ’ ! :
"~ To- successfully answer this exerclse, l7-year-o‘ds had to S i
“that "Queen of Love" alluded to Venus, - " Sixty-four percent -
—them correctly- selected "Venus" while 19% -chose "Diana.™ . . A
] An ther 9% slmply selected ”I‘don t know.,— S ] - B

: ‘Group results 1nd1cated conslderable varlablllty in response.
The -llortheastern: group,._ males, Whites; and the. “post-high-school-
grour were -all 2- to. 6. points- above the natlonal,percentage. The
blg-clty-frlnge group s -percentage was over 10 points greater than
the nation's.  "The. -southeasterners, males, Blacks, and the small-
.place groups were all 3 to ll ‘points” beneath the natlonal level,
but'the no-hlgh-school group s dlfference was -17%.

P
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R . . Exercise R330C - - o 3
L . Age 17 - - - - . .- B ' -7
‘Object;ive 1B - ' : : 7 S
o For Adoratlonf - ) : Psalms . . o V-
7 S ] 7 . Llft up the heart to deeds of alms. T
= fv",* Lo Age 17 , ;;;-:,. I - ) o B -
, : - N 2:.9% O Aaron s = e ' - N y
SPUN ‘I 53.8 - - Dav1d's . ,7 L 7 - L R , 7
BT T ‘9.9 O Joshua s } I

:";8,.4’,: @ Samue];' L T T

" ; - - - = - - - . o7
- T e ; - R T - - B = - ,
3 - o - - _-

- N
* R _ :
- - - - N
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= - -
-
i - - R -,
- .
~
4 - -
% - - - . . -
s s .
&, . _
5 \ e..v N
= N ~ ‘
- 2" . N
N 4
i
i -
e
i - -
Ea
b .
¥ -
5 - " . -
£
= yoe .
¥ -
P .
IR
. x - -
r I
AN . i -

£
wo
b
[
£

i

ey
LN

5

86

(e A
e ! .
.

lew
15

R A v 7ex: Provided by ERIC

7 -3




- B B y :"}:
g y % Exhibit-49. Correct Responses -
.o SDIPP~ PIRTENT : -
PRON CORRECT o
z NATION RFSPONSZ VARIABLE GROUP PERCENT CORRECT-RESPONSE -
i POPEZT S=m=aTES EEEPIRRIEETICOIITORT S - - N - N -
:_ 0 10 20 30 40 S0 .60 70 80 90 100
- - + » - + +* . - "o L] *» *
o e 53.8 NATIONAL S00600000000000000500000000008000080800008000 ]
- - 3 !
T z o t- t
- - BEGION : . ) n !
=27 -~ S3.1 South t o . LRI IIIITIIITIL IITTT YL 1] |
. ~-3.1 50.7 , West J . Lddldd ® | B t _
0.2 53.9 Central eeessenssssse sesssssessessesas 111 ] -
3.0 56.98 Northeast *eees sosse LIILITT YTT TS 1
T - . 1 [
I [} = ’ ] . e
) s SEX ) - - [ !
-5.0. .7.7 Hale 00000000000 00000000000000000800800000808 N - .. 0 &
- 5:9% 59,6 Pemale sesssey LTTTTE esee ) '
T : : ] !
Py - ' ) !
= - . - coyopr . 4 '
- T-18.5¢ 39,3 Black seseeoe secessscee t - ' -
N 2.2¢ 55:9 Hute sseseee unnouuo.”ou.”'t. - . B
o - o . -~ 4 -
- - : » T * .
= T - - .&.Z!I.L_!!_Cll__m T X ) ! ot : -
. -5.6 - 8B.1 , No High S(:hoql‘nu”ocootcotnoQtonntctnccuocctn ] to v
=9.,3%-._ 84 8 Some Nigh School ¢esesee tno.-ctncotncocnocc N '
-1.6 - 52,2 Graduated -High Sch,:eees 4 sesoe id . [} - Z
, T.1° 60.9 . Post lu.qb school 4 éoeeved 21114 ssssey ]
- = - - = ST d - . - ] -
ES - - - - = . -4 : ! -
S - - s1ze 0P cgnnun;n ote e T Te T : . ' ; -
R 0.6 - Sa.4 ~ R -Biy Cj.ty Y * . b4 ¢ oo - ] -
- “1.9-_ S1.8 . $mall Place ees. o JILTITTYY . [T vone_ | L
z - 0.1 53.9 “-Medium-City 000000000t snseses st oo oo
.3 2.1 55.8 Ucban Pringe. Ll fessssesqes t
s B o ““f
: - In this .exercise, the reader had to connect Dav1d with the - ST
i Psalms. Flfty-four percent of the 17-year-olds achievéd success )
¥ on the exercise, while one-fourth of them selected "I don t know"
SRS - or made no response. . .
)"‘-‘ 7“— -
. . ; *é - No reglonal or size OI communlty groups PO sted any slgnlflcant
" results, however,; there were-a total of six significant groups in

the other "variable categorles. ‘Whereas Whites (56%), females _
(60%), and the- post-hlgh-school,parental education group- (61%)
‘had results significantly higher than the national figure, males
(48%), Blacks (392%), and the some-high-school group (44%) attalned
percentages of success that weére lower than the nation's. ¥
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'CHAPTER 5

e I - . e -
fe - ~ E -

RECOGNITION—OF squ;FIc-LITERAR& NAMES

. ~ "In. each of the exerc;ses presented in th1s chapter, 9-year-
61ds were asked if they recognized -a literary figure. If they )
replied .affirmatively, they were asked to say something about -
7the figure.” There were three kinds of -adequate descriptions:-
those which were very specific and accurate, those which were
vague but indicated.that the -child probably knew the literary -
.figure, and those -in which the student mentioned ‘that he obtained
‘his knowledge from:a non-literary . source (telev1s10n, movies,

- etc.). Inadequate responses were. either -too vague or flatly
—1ncorrect.1 Each graph presents the percentages for all adequate

_descrlptlons of the 11terary flgure. .
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Exercise R331E

Age 9
Objebtivé~IB U

Have you ever heard of Cupid?

e >

49.8% S  Yes - )

O No
'J;? - &S No response

Céhlygﬁ,tell'me sométhing ébpﬁtxhimzxv

7 Adé@uateibeédriptigp*5

56,5 ' Inadequate Description
13.1 I don't know.
;2{9 ~ No response )
{ -
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<DIPP ~ PPRCENT
FROM CORRECT
KATION RFSPONSE

TIITDX RETTTETT

27,6

*

=~ 13.5
30.1

Exhibit- 50. Adequate Responses

T e
VARIABLE GRoUP

SEITIITIERIIXITTTE

NATIONAL

BEGION
Southeast
West
Central
Northeast

Nale
Remale

COLOR
. Slack
N White

0 10 20 30
+ * * .
S8ssssRssNteNNssEntenny

Sx0000000000000000 8

‘...........‘........U.’.

t-
VQ‘..........’.........4’..
0500000000000 200000, '

sensssestae
LLITITTY IV PR PRI YT PP 1Y

PERCENT CORRECT RESPONSE
w0 50 60
* * *

"PARENIAL_BDUCATION -

- N0 High School *essssesssnssens
- 32.8 ~Some High School .
27.8 Graduated High Sch.
_34%.8 - - Post High School

. SIZE=AND-TyPE
" op_con -

NITY- -
Extreme Innar city
Extreme Rural-
- Small city
Nedium City

19.0.

~19.0

- 27268
© 2749
28.5
22.9.

- 29.5

- ......’..
- 7385

sensessqensres .
.

-~ About-half the 9-year-olds said they had heard of Cupid.
However, only half of those provided unambigucis descriptions and
. many of them (12%) were of Santa's reindeer. Only 13% of all th»
“descriptions were about the cupid of mythology (22% in the afflu
suburb group). o — ’ " ’ ,

~  Exhibit 50 reveals that the Southeastern group, the Blacks,
the no-high-school group and the inner-city group all had- per-
centages ranging from 6 to 14 points below the national per-
centage of adequate descriptions. Since fewer people in- each
group replied "yes" to the first question, this is not surprising.

<. Greater than national percentages of children in the post-
high-school parental education group (34%) and the extreme-af-
fluent-suburb group (36%) adequately described Cupid. Below are
some sample responses. ‘ T

SAMPLE RESPONSES TO "“CUPID"

Acceptable

. He shot Daphne with an arrow.
He was the god of love.




He goes around shootlng bows and arrows on Valentine's Day, or
} one of Santa's reindeers. -
" He shoots arrows through hearts.
‘He shoots arrows at you. -When he shoots ‘the arrow he makes you
fall in love.
On Valentine's Day he was’ supposed to hit someone with a love
. arrow.
He shot arrows at people. When he hit people w1th golden arrows
they fell in love. When he hit people with silver arrows, :
: they had hate. '
He was an angel who shot arrows 1n the air. He was like a love
) .angel.
7 = An angel of - love. - ‘ L
- . Shoots arrows to make people love each other.
' He had arrows. An arrow for hate and.one for love..
o He was the Prince of J.ove. Carr1es a -bow -and arrow. _Supposed to
) ,;“" be a symbol of St. Valentxne s Day.' - . v . —

B ‘He shoots arrows. B o —

S ”Hang him _on windows on St. Valentine's Day,. L R
- It's one of’ ‘those" angels, something iike that, All 1t‘ﬂ$§ is
) shooting -an arrow. - ]

=

) He is one of. Santa s relndeer.v’
o About the reindeers: . He was a reindeer on Santa's sleigh in a
b ) . book about. the nxght befcre Christmas.
He's a reindeer that ‘flies with Santa Claus on his golden sleigh
and land on your roof with presents, only I don t believe

S L e all that,
) : He was one of the. rezndeer.
¢ He is the second deer of the reindeer. , o
~0nly in Rudolph- the Red Nosed Reindeer. Cupid was Rudolph's
v father. . -

.
e UNT TR I

Unacceptable

1t's like an angel.

About a woman who tries to scare a little girl triés to kill his .
daddy. -

Cupxd was a man who lived on earth. I don't remember anything ‘
more. ‘

It's by the moon - the moon. £
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Exercise R3311

Age 9 . ) L

Objective IB PR v

~Have you ever heard of an ogre?

25.3% O Yes

74.0 < No

. +7 & No response

E@n you tell me something about one? :
-17.5% _ Adequate Descriptions

78.8 ' Iﬁaﬁe&ﬁhﬁe'béscripfiéha" )

2.2 I don't know.

fizs ' No response

e
£
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Exhibit 51. Adequate Rhesponses

RECT -
PATION RESPORSE VADIADLR srROUP i PERCYHT CORRICT RESPOWSE
[} " 20 » W 50 (1] T0 L1} 30 1w0e
. .. . . « * . . . . .
T ese 117.5 PATIONAL 0000000008000 9 "
' 1
- . ] H
et THIE o iveast sessenene H
2,3 15.2 Yast 200002002020 | H
1.4 195.1 COnttal o000t ssoensveeye 1 !
S.¢* 23.1 fertheast °° | '
% : :
2.1 19.¢ m Sale *essssssssesenges :
-2 !f. 15.2 Pepale soootsssssece ¢ ‘
Ly ! ' H
- ] H
. : o108 1 i
=10, 1¢ T8 2lack ®seessee ' ‘
1.8 9.4 White *9000esesessnege H
: 2- i -
B o n pcazion - ' o
: . 4,5 13.0 %o Nigh SChoel =esetegeens ’ ] H
{ : -*3,7 13.3 Sene Righ Scheel Seseseccsess_ | . H
¢ 0.2 17.) Graduated Nigh_Sch, ®seessessaseesy H
t _ 5.8% 22,3 < Pest Wigh 3cheol ot sooy '
: o R M 1 -
- g ; . ! ‘-
! oF_co8 ‘ N '
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' dwenty-five percent of the children said they had heard of
; - - an ogre and about two-thirds of them (17.5%) provided adequate
: -descriptions. : S T

Most of the groups posted significant results, a common oc-
-currence whenever results are rather low. Five groups achieved
percentages of success significantly higher than the national
figure--the Northeast (23%), males (20%), Whites (19%;, the post-
‘high-school parental education group (23%), and the extreme- .
- affluent-suburb group (26%). An equal number of groups had sig-
“nificantly lower results--the Southeast (10%), females (15%), :

A R o AT et PR 33

; ; " Blacks (7%), the extreme-inner-city (10%), and. the extreme-rural

§ group (128).-

‘i 7 Following are some sample responses:

!

B

i . SAMPLE RESPONSES TO "OGRE"

; }

% ¢ ; _ ) Acceptable :
R He's pretty big and he had an eye in the middle of his head. - : j

- They were fierce and strong.

- *
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i ‘Arbigfman not as big as a giant, but some of them could .turn into

-anything they wanted.

_They are supposed to be some kind of monster.
- They're hairy and real mean and grumpy.
“It's like a giunty and it's mean and it's big.
‘A big, ugly monster.

‘They're masters of warlocks and witches.,
I.think it's a monster.

" He's always trying to eat people.
"~ He's a big ugly beast.

'i? Théy'are supposed to be like on the Billy Goat Gruffs. They are

~ supposed to have a big nose with warts and they are short
" and try to eat ‘them (anything that passes over where they

::,7,7'VA1ivrAe,) . v
- It's a guy that's mean and ugly looking. ) :
-~ In fairy tales people have toAslayﬁthe‘qg:es;who guard the cas-

~ -tles. -

‘They're ugly. .

. It's that old hairy thing that lives under the bridge.

,;iflgfgilfkg'axgiaﬁéAthétiﬁsﬁéilyréariiééié club. B
-, -~ ‘Bad-man-who does bad things. T
’f?*:;fthe Three Billy Goat Gruffs there were 3 goats that wanted to.

cross the bridge and he wouldn't let them.

- ' Unacceptable

Hg?s'a man who don't like little girls.

j,YbﬁAmake butter in it.

Sort of an old guy. :

It's sort of like cottage gheeée and you eat it.

- He tried to get the 3 pigs. He came down the chimney and he fell

in the pot.

- Some kind of bear.

A-frog. )
It's an animal. He hibernates in the winter and has a fur coat.

¥
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Exercise R332C
L3

Age 9
Objective IB

»

Have you ever heard of Thor?

-

17.08 < Yes
82,4 < No

" .6 &> No response

-

céhfféﬁ tell me something about him?

: i§;1$, ' adequate Description
7&?;3 Ihadeéﬁéﬁe Déscriﬁﬁidn
3.1 I don't know.

-+ 2.8 ] No response
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. XDIPP PERCENT

Exhibit 52. Adéguate Responses -

PROM  CORRECT

NATION RESPOMSZ VARIABLE - GROOP PERCEST CORRECT RESPONSE
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"A relatively small percentage (17%) of students indicated
they had heard about Thor. An even smaller percentage (7%) could
offer an adequate description of Thor. Interestingly enough,
only-3% said "I don't know" while 87% attempted descriptions.

The regional and colur variable groups showed no -significantly
different percentages of success. However, there were eight sig-
nificant group results within the other variable categories.
Included were the suburban fringe, which had the highest percent-
age of success (12%) and the no-high-school parental education
category with the lowest (2%). While male (10%), and the post-
high-school parental education (10%) groups achieved results
significantly greater than the national figure, females (4%), the
some-high-school parental education (5%), extreme-rural (2%),
and small-city (4%) groups were notably below the nation as a
whole.

SAMPLE RESPONSES TO "THOR"
Acceptable

He was in a book. A giant or whatever. They took his hammer.
He had a big hammer and when he swung it he made lightning.

v L4
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He lost his hammer so he couldn t keep Frost giants away. Thor-,
lost his hammer and the Frost giant found it. Thor had a-
bird and the bird tried to get the.hammer back for Thor.

He has a hammer and when he ralses it, it goes wherever he wants
it to.

On TV he was therGod of Thunder. He got 4 sheét: that take him

- where he wants to go. ’ :

They say he was the god of thunder. He was on a cartoon. He had

" a magic hammer. )

He was aAEighter. He didn't like some other kind of king and he
~ always fought against him. . Thor didn't have a klngdom
-~ like the other king. , 7
He was a great man who lived long ago. He wanted to rule the
" world but he always got held back. He never got to win the
. world: ] :
- He was a Viking.

Unacceptable J 7 o v

He was on a cartoon on TV‘; _He was pretty strong.
In a show but not in books. In a movie. He was big and strong. -
That's all I remember.

I'm not sure but I think he was a king. He.was a bad king, he

didn't obey any of the commandments and he fought many
. times. .

It was a cartoon. All these different characters on the TV. I
thought it was fun but they must of took it off because I

) didn't see it no more. s

I saw his name once in the Bible.

He was from Rome. «

Great sports man, 1ike\#to play football, think he was from Okla-
homa. - i

—

Ld
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88.7% O Yes

Exercise R332E

:Age 9

Objective IB

Have you ever heard of the Ugly Duckling?

-
v

11.2 O -NO,

+ & No response

- Can you tell me something about it?

'55.3% Adequate>Descriptioni

32267 Inadquate Dgscriptidn
7.9 I don't know.

.4.1 No response
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Exhibit 53. Adequate Responses

KDIPP PERCENT
PRON CORRECT

| NATION' RESPONSE VARIABLE Groue PERCENT CORRSCT RESPONSE
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i In contrast to the two previous exercises, "Ugly Duckling"
s was recognized by almost 9 children out of 10. In aadition, 55%
: - of the students furnished an acceptable description of the ugly
¥ duckllng.
; .
: . The Central reglon, Whites, the affluent-suburb and suburban-
i fringe STOC-groups had percentages ranglng from 4 to 12% above
1 the national figure. . ;
:
4 . Smaller than national percentages of adequate descriptions
3 _were provided by Blacks and people in the no-high-school and
& 1nner-c1ty groups.

Fr2ary

Follow1ng are some sample responses.’

SAMPLE RESPONSES TO "UGLY DUCKLING"
‘Acceptable
He was a little duck that growed up to be a pretty pretty duck.
He was born ugly and gray. He was born in a family of ducks and

he turned out to be a beautiful swan.
He was born ugly so he ran away and when he returned he turned into

a beautiful swan. B
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He changed into a swan. ] A )

When it's snowing he hides in the bushes. Some swans come over
and look in the bushes. Then he looks in the pond and says,
""I'm a swan." L

No one’'liked him because he was ugly. Then he turned into a
beautiful swan.

.He ‘turned into a swan. He went into this old house. T don't

remember anything else.

His mother laid a big egg different from all the rest cause they
were yellow. When he hatched, everyone was pushing him so
he ran away. He went to'a cottage with a rooster and a cow
was there. He left and then a hunter was chasing him. He
turned into a beautiful swan. ) . .

He was an ugly duckling when he was a little duck and when he
grew up he was prettier than any of the other ducks.

At ‘the end of-the show he turned intc a swan.

He grew up to be a pretty goose. , )

He is black and no oné liked him. He tried to follow the other

. > - ducks but no one liked him, ,

He always swam up in ponds with the’gther ducks. He went to some
children's house and they fed %him. ‘

He was ugly and everybody was making fun of it. I forget the
- rest of it, )

He was the last one to hatch. 4 ’

He was an ugly -duck and the other ducks did not like him.

- He was really ugly and didn't have any friends.

Unacceptable

He had polka dots all over him.

It's something like a duck.

He was born to a mother chicken and the father chicken didn't
like him and he ran away from him.

It's on television.

They all say he was ugly. Then one day a man came to get them.
The man wanted the duck to eat. A frog told the ugly duck to
play like he was pretty and one day he played like he was
pretty and the man came and got him, .

He was ugly. o :

They-have it on T.V. about ugly duckling - some stockings, and
they say, "They are the prettiest legs in town."

Well, there's a commercial about it from Kroger stockings. It
goes, "Ugly Ducklings - wow! wow! wow! For ‘the prettiest
legs in town sold only at Krogers for $1.99."

When he was born he looked ugly and then he started fooling around
and acting silly so they just let him go and he went out and
found a mother that could adopt him.
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Exercise R332G

Age 9
Objective IB

Have you ever heard of Paul Bunyan?

56.7% & Yes
42,7 S No

.7 <& No response
.

Can you tell me something about him?

40,3% Adequate Descriptions
47.7 _- Inadequate Descriptions
8.2 . I don't know.

3.8 oy No response

102




Exhibit 54,

EDIP? PFRCENT
PROM CORRECT

Adequate Responses
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When asked "Have you ever heard of Paul Bunyan," 57% of the
9-year-olds responded positively. In turn, 40% (about two-thirds)
gave an adequate description of the American £0lk hero. Correct
answers seemed-to concentrate upon his size. On the other hand,
in unacceptable responses he was often confused with Paul Revere,
e.g., "He's the guy that told everybody the British was coming."

N A P

. Group percentages of success showed a fairly wide range. For
example, the highest significant results were posted by the Central
region (over 13 percentage points above the national figure).

This partlcular phenomenon might prompt speculation that the

L Central region was most familiar with Paul Bunyan because he had,

' as the legend goes, once resided there. At the opposite end of

- the percentages of success were the Blacls, w1th a percentage
24 points below the nation as a whole,

SRR g e,

Trym et e aey

e

The males demonstrated a marked (16 points) advantage over
y the females. Children in the highest parental education group
and in the affluent-suburb group were apparently more familiar
with Bunyan than most 9~year-olds were.

R
] ‘

R

Following are some sample descriptions.
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SAMPLE RESPONSES TO "PAUL BUNYAN"
» Acceptable

He was a big man and he had an ox and his name was Blue. Children
climbed upon him at the end of the story.

He was a giant, a logger he was. He found a ox covered with snow.
He raised the ox and he became a giant ox.

He growed to be a big man and he was a wood cutter. He had a

; pet cow.

He was a lumberman. He was very tall,

He is a tall tale. When he was a baby they had a huge rocker.
Even though his pareats were small, he grew to be a huge
lumberjack.

He was a big giant. He chopped down trees. He found a little
thing in the snow. He took it and gave it soup. The light
went out and in the morning Paul said, "Golly, that thing
grew overnight." - He called it Blue Ox. They chopped down
trees. Blue Ox stralghtened out a road cause it was crooked.

He was a tall man like a giant and he could shoot down 30 birds
with just one shot and he could chop the most wood and he
could pick up the most .wood.

Great big man that had a big ox and he cut down trees.

He cleared trees in Maine. Then they came to Oregon. He found a
blue cow. It cried and made the Columbia River.

. He was a giant logger.

He's the biggest lumberjack there ever was.

He found a great big blue ox.

He built the Rocky Mountains - had a blue ox named Babe. He had
a big saw mill - cut down trees. He was about 100 feet tall.
Lots of big stories about him.

He was a giant and lived in a cabin - I think.

He is a lumber jack.

He was a giant. )

I believe he chopped down trees, didn't he? He was big and he .,
had a dog.

He is a folklore character.

Unacce table
P ) k*)
He's the guy that told everybody the Brltlsh were coming.
He was a hunter. -
wWhile the British were coming, he was yelling out that the British
were coming and they were surprised.

It just don't pop into my head at this time, I guess.
I've heard of him but I don't remember nothing to say about hr
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Fxercise R332I
Agé 9
Objective IB

Have you ever heard of Rumpelstiltskin?

75.58 <O Yes
24.4 < No

+ < No response

Can you tell me something about him?

47.7% Adequate Descriptions

35:7 Inadéquéte Descriptions
11.4 I don't know.

5.1 ' No response
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Exhibit 55. Adequate Responses
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Slightly over three-fourths of the students said they had
heard of Rumpelstiltskin. Abcut two-thirds of those (48%) gave
acceptable responses while most of the remainder attempted to
offer a correct answer and 11t answered "I don't know."

Many group percentages varied significantly from the national
percentage of adequate descriptions. Those differing positively
ranged from 2% (Whites) to 1% (suburban fringe) above the
national figure. The six negative differences ranged from -5
(males) to =-25% (the no-high-school group).

Following are some sample responses to the exercise.

! SAMPLE RESPONSES TO "RUMPELSTILTSKIN"
Acceptable

There was this girl and she had to spin gold for the king and he
did it for her for something of hers.

He spun straw into gold. .
In a story he helped this girl spin gold for the king. She had
to give him some of her jewelry.
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He as a little elf or something. He helped this girl spin hay
into gold thread.

He was going to take a woman's baby if she didn't tell her his
name. A man heard his name. That man told the woman his
name.

He captured this girl and took her to a castle. He helped her
spin straw into gold three times. ‘

The lady was trying to get married to a prince. Then he asked
her if she could make some gold. Then Rumpelstiltskin
came and then he say, "I'll make the gold if you give me
your baby." she had five guesses to figure out his name.
Stie didn't know but she finally guessed it and he vanished..

A little elf like. 2 girl found him in the woods - the elf gave
her three guesses to guess his name - 1st time ghe got it
wrong, 3rd time her found a boy who saw the elf dancing
at a fire saying his own name - she told élf his name and
that was the end. E

He was a little man that threaded hair into gold.

He was a magician or elf.

A little girl guesses his name.

He made this girl make straw into gold. "If you don't tell me
the baby's name, I'll take him away.""

Unacceptable

Mean ‘old man. -
He had to make something for the king. Can't think of anything °
else.

On a TV program. He doesn't talk.

He was a fat man and he was-very short and he couldn't do much
work like the other: man.

He was on Walt Disney about 2 weeks ago.

He was funny. .

He was a man who slept for 20 years.

Yes, he's made out of gingerbread.

He was a comedy movie star.

He went up in the mountain and some little guys came up and put
him to sleep and he slept for a hundred years.
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Exercise R331I

|
|
Age 9 ‘
Objective IB

Have you ever heard of Daniel Boone? |

93.4% <O VYes
6.3 < No
+ O No rasponse

- Can you tell me something about him? .

; 56;1% Adequate Descriptions
a 28.3 Inadequate Descriptions
6.5 - Idon't Xnow.

5.2 No response
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Exhibit 56. Adequate Responses
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Most 9-year-olds (93.4%) indicated they had heard of Daniel
Boone. About two-thirds of them (60.1%) provided adequate des-
criptions of the American folk hero.

1
i
s o

In contrast to the two previously reported exercises, there
were only eight groups which posted results significantly dif-
ferent from the national percentage of success. Groups above
the national level included: males (66%), Whites (63%), the post-
high~school parental education group (68%), and the small-city
group (69%). On the other hand, females (54%), Blacks (44%),
the no-high-school group (49%), and the extreme-inner-city group
(42%) , displayed percentages notably lower than the national
percentage of success.

J e mesy

A

As ‘they so often do on exercises dealing with men, the males
outperformed the females. The difference between the sexes was
12 percentage points. There were no significant regional varia-
tions, but the usual color and parental education differences
appeared. Tn the STOC groups, the inner city percentage was
18 points L..neath the nation's, the small city percentage was 8
points abor . it.

Following are some sample descriptions of Daniel Boone.
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SAMPLE RESPONSES TO "DANIEL -BOOME"
Acceptable

He was a frontiersman and he settled part of Kentucky.

He helped make Boonesboro. He fought off Indians.

He fought for his country and he had a friend named Mingo trying
to fight off the Indians.

He lived in Kentucky and they named a city after him. Boonesboro.
He had a son Israel a wife Becky, and a daughter Jeremiah.

Hunter in Kentucky.

He was like Davy Crockett. He lived with the Indians for a while.
He lived to be 86.

He knew an Indian friend and they helped each other. Wore a fur
hat. -

Frontiersman who had a coonskin cap.

Well he's a hunter and he has a boy and wife and they live in log
cabins and stuif. I watch it every day. -

He.lived in a cabin and he had two children.

He has a long rifle and knife. He traveled all over the forest.

He caught buffaloes and bears. He had a friend and his name was
- I can't remember.

I watch-his show every day. He's a big man and he used to fight
the Indians.

He was the one who started Boonesboro.

He was a man who fought and hunted. He saved people.

He was hunter who fought the Indians.

He was a good man. A scouter and he lived in the forest. .

Daniel Boone was a great man. Some people saw he was a forest
hunter. And I have heard some people say he was a great
hero. He had lots of friends. In his early life he was a
poor boy. .

He fights and has a friend named Mingo.

He's a good woodsman. Has two children.

Unacceptable

He was a big man and he fought for America.

He was a big man.

He's on television and he lives in a cabin. He was a boy.

He has a long rifle. He lives in a ... can't think of it.~

They had Daniel Boone in this story book. He was going to marry
Rebecca.

He helps people if they're in trouble and I think he has a dog.

He fought for America.

He fished, hunted.

He's pretty strong and I believe he's got a son.

He makes noises like birds.
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He has an Indian named. _— -
Just a cowboy. ‘
Daniel Boone was a big man, )
Well I saw it on TV.and I see it every week night.
) I think he lived back in Washington. . '
™ He was an Indian that helped this country. That's all I know.
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CHAPTER 6

DISGUISED MYTHS AND STORIES

The exercises discussed in this chapter approach the question
of literary knowledge from a somewhat different angle. Each
exercise requires familiarity with a myth or story structure that
is basic to the Western literary heritage--for example, the

& stories of Job, Cain and Abel, Faust, and the Trojan horse. The
stories have been disguised in various ways, but respondents are
required to recognize them by. their basic structural elements.

2 3

Each of the seven exercises was~p¥eceded by the-following
introduction. -

i

'
(g

3

You are goihg to be asked a guestion about a passage based on a
famous story that has been disguised in a modern form. Study

the example below.

Examgle:

As she walked through the strange part of town
_ she was a little nervous. Then an older man, nice-
e » looking, but a little tough, stopped her. "wWhere
" are you going, little girl?" he asked. "To take
these books to my aunt on South Street," answered
the little girl. But she would not let him go with
her; ‘her mother had told her to watch out for
strange men.
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Which one of these characters do you think the passage is based
on?

O Cinderella

< Goldilocks

O Sleeping Beauty

L

Little Red Riding Hood

I don't know.

0

The passage is like the story of Little Red Riding Hood, SO you

would £ill in the oval be51de Little Red Rldlng Hood as is shown.

-
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Exercise R334

Ages 13, 17
Objective IB

a

01d Petersen had had a good lifé, a géod farm--the richest
in the countfy, a happy family, a nice tidy income. Even so, he
wasn't progd, just thankful. Then the locust came and ate his
wheat, someone poisoned his wells, and to cap it off, his children
died of diptheria. What happened, Petersen wondered, what had

he done? It was enbugh to make a man lose his faith.

*

Which one of these stories do you think the passage is based on?

-

Age 13 Age 17

15,3% 35.5¢ @ Job
7.7 8.0 <& Exodus
6.2 5.6 <O Barabbas
42.1  27.6 < The Fall of Man
28.5 23.1 <O i don't know.
.2 o2 No response
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Exhibit 57. Correct Responses, Age 13
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Exhibit 58. Correct Responses, Age 17
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Results for 13-Year-0Olds

Fifteen percent of the 13-year-olds answered correctly (Ex-
hibit 57). There were only two significant variations from this
percentage--the West (4 percentage points below the national
figure) and the extreme inner city (9 percentage points below
the national level).

Though the extreme-rural group's results were 12 percentage
points above the nation as a whole, this achievement was not
significant because the group's standard error was also quite
high (see appendix). : ’

Of some importance, too, were the incorrect responses, since
they constituted 85% of the total responses. To begin with, 29%
of the students said "I don't know" or made no response. Nearly
all of the remaining 56% chose the last answer, "The Fall of
Man." Moreover, the combined results of the other two unaccept-
able responses--"Exodus" and "Barabbas"~-nearly equalled the "Job"
percentage of success. Apparently, l3-year-olds in general, were
not familiar with the Biblical story of Job.

Reéultg for 17-Year-0lds

Thirty-six percent of the 17-year-olds answered the exercise
correctly (Exhibit 58). Almost as many 17-year-olds (28%) se-
lected the unacceptable fourth answer--"The Fall of Man." Another
23% said "I don't know."

Altogether 8 out of 19 groups had percentages of success
significgntly different from the national figure.

The Northeastern region, males, Blacks, and people in the
lower parental education groups performed 3 to 15 points below
the national percentage. Females and Whites were slightly above
it, the post-high-school group was 7 points above,
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Exercise R335, R336

Age 13, 17, Adult
Objective IB

How would they ever recapture the fort from the Apaches?
They had tried everything--raids, mass attack, cutting off the
water--but nothing had worked. Then Sergeant Gottschalk had an
idea. He put a false floor in a Conestoga wagon, hid ten of his
best men under it, loaded the top with supplies, and drove right
into the town. "We're letting you have the fort," he told the
chief, who watched the troop pull out. That night, however, the
ten men sneaked out and opened the gates and the Indians were
surprised to see the troop returning.

Which one of these stories éo you think the passage is based on?

Age 13
4.1% O canmelot
14.3 O Jericho
68.1 & The Trojain Horse
5.8 S The Wolf in Sheep's Clothiﬁg
7.6 < 1 don't know.
o1 No response

Age 17 Adult - -

3.0% 4.7% < The Fall of Camelot
1.6 .9 O The Fall of Jerusalem
6.4 10.6 C The Fall of Rome
81.3 72.5 @ The Fall of Troy
7.5 10.3 & I don't know.

1 1.1 No response
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. Exhibit 59. Correct Responses, Age 13
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: Exhibit 60. Correct Responses, Age 17
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Exhibit 61, Correct Responses, Adults
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Results for 13-Year-Olds

The l3-year-olds were offered the choiceé "Camelot," "Jericho,"
"The Trojan Horse," and "The Wolf in Sheep's Clothing." About
two-thirds of them correct'y selected the third choice.

Group variations from the national figure of 68.1% ranged
from the 44% result attained by the no-high-school group to the
80% figure posted by the post-high-school group (Exhibit 59).

The proportion of successful students was about three in four in
the suburban-fringe, extreme-afiluent-suburb,and male groups; the
proportion was about one in two in the no-high-scho¢»l and Black
groups.

The exercise displayed On the previous page reveals that
17-year-olds and adults were offered a different set of choices
than were the l3-year-olds. For them; the correct response was
"The Fall of Troy."

Results for l17-Year-0Olds

Eighty-one percent -of the 17-year-olds selected the correct
answer (Exhibit 60). Percentages significantly above this national
result ranged from 85% (the Central region, males, Whites, and
the urban-fringe group) to 91% (the post-high-school parental
education group).
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Lower than national percentages of success occurred for the
Southeast group (72%), Blacks (60%), females (77%), and the two
lower parental education groups (61% and 68%).

Results for Adults

Seven adults in 10 selected "The Fall of Troy" (Exhibit 61).
The proportion was closer to 8 in 10 for the West, the urban-
fringe group and the post-high-school parental education group.
It was around 2 in 3 for the females, the no-high-school group
and the big-city group. For the Southeast and for Blacks, the
proportion was about 1 in 2.

Age Comparisons (l7-Year-0lds and Adults)

At both age levels, males were apparently more familiar with
the story of the Trojan horse than were females. Blacks, south-
easterners and people in the lower parental education groups were
less familiar with the story than their peers in other groups and
throughout the nation.
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APPENDIX

The tables which follow present the national and group
results for all released and unreleased exercises in this theme.
For every result there is a national percentage {(the first figure
after the word "effect" or the first column of figures on the left
of the page) and the standard error for that percentage ("S.E.P.").
The national percentage is followed by the effects, or differences
from the national figure, for each group, along with the standard
error for each effect ("S.E. Effect"). To clarify this, turn to
the very first results, those for Exercise R3Ul. The first result
presented is the percentage of 9-year-olds who responded "I don't
know." The national figure is 21.0% (with a standard error of
1.1%). The next column of figures represent the effect, or dif-
ference from national percentage, for the Southeast group: 10.2%.
In other words, 31.2% of the southeasterners selected "I don't
know." The Western effect is ~-.4%, the Central effect is -4.6%,
and the Northeastern effect is -3.7%. 1In other words, in these
three regions, fewer children wrote "I don't know" than did so in
the nation as a whole. One can always determine the actual per-
centage of success for a group by adding its effect to the
national percentage.

An asterisk after a tésult number indicates a correct foil.

Tables oAeleved Auwe Vo IRW9r€7»1nﬁzu¢JJAu9"arf
smal f%&?tb
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